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Prose – 1  

JULIUS CAESAR  
([{ypa]; rPru;)  
William Shakespeare 

 
 

ghlr;RUf;fk;: 
 [{ypa]; rP]u;  tpy;ypak; N\f;];gpaupd; Gfo;ngw;w xU ehlfkhFk;. ,g;ghlk; me;j 

ehlfj;jpy; %d;whtJ mq;fj;jpy; cs;s ,uz;lhtJ fhl;rp (Act III Scene 2) MFk;. 
,g;ghlg;gFjp G&l;l]; kw;Wk; khu;f; Mz;ldpapd; Ngr;rhw;wiy ntspg;gLj;JfpwJ. 

G&l;l]; rP]iuf; nfhd;w gpwF> jhd; rP]iuf; fhl;bYk; jdJ ehlhd NuhkhGupia 
kpfTk; Nerpj;jjhfTk;> mjdhNyNa rP]iuf; nfhd;wjhfTk; kf;fsplk; njhptpf;fpwhu;. NkYk; 
rP]u; Nguhirf;fhuu; vd;gjhy; rP]upd; ,wg;G Nuhkhdpah;fis mbikj;jdj;jpypUe;J 
tpLtpj;Jtpl;ljhff; $Wfpwhu;. rP]u; jdJ kpfr;rpwe;j ez;gu; vd;gjhy; G&l;l]; jd;id 
Nrhfkhff; fhl;bf;nfhz;lhu;.  

khu;f; Mz;ldp, rP]iug; Gijg;gjw;fhf te;j NghJ> Nuhk; efu kf;fsplk; rP]iu 
kiwKfkhfg; ghuhl;bg; NgRfpwhu;. G&l;l]; kjpf;fjf;f egh; vd;W $wpf;nfhz;Nl mtUila 
ed;wpnfl;ljdj;ij kiwKfkhff; Fwpg;gplj; jtwtpy;iy. Vuhskhd gpizaf;ifjpfis 
NuhKf;Ff; nfhz;Lte;jijAk;> f[hdhit gpizaj; njhifapdhy;  epug;gpaijAk;> mth; 
%d;W Kiw mur fpuPlk; mspj;jNghJ mij kWj;jijAk; $wp rP]u; Nguhirf;fhuu; vd;w 
G&l;l]pd; fUj;ij jtW vd;W ep&gpj;jhu;. 

Mz;ldp Nrhfkhf kpfTk; czh;r;rptrg;gl;L jdJ ,jak; rP]Uld; ,Ug;gjhff; $wp> 
kf;fsplk; rPrUf;fhf> fz;zPh; ,Uf;Fkhdhy; mij rpe;JkhW Nfl;lhh;. kf;fs; jd;Dila 
fUj;ijg; gw;wp Mokhf rpe;jpg;gjw;fhf> jdJ Ngr;ir ,ilapilNa epWj;jpdhh;. 

rP]upd; capiy Mz;ldp kf;fsplk; fhz;gpj;jhh;. Mdhy;> mth; mjpy; cs;s 
tptuq;fisg; gbf;ftpy;iy. gpwF> mth;> rP]upd; clypd; kPJ G&l;l]; Vw;gLj;jpa fhaj;ijf; 
(gpsit) fhz;gpj;jhh;. “,J xU kpfTk; fUizaw;w gpsT” vd;W Mz;ldp  $wpdhh;. NkYk; 
G&l;l]pd; ed;wp nfl;ljdj;ij Mz;ldp  jd; Ngr;rhw;wypd; %yk; ntspg;gLj;jpdhh;. tpisT 
ngupa fyfk; xd;W mq;Nf Vw;gl;lJ.  

Introduction: 

Ancient Rome was not ruled by a king, but it was ruled by three members elected by the 

people. The three members were called ‘triumvirs’ and the governing body was called ‘triumvirate’. 

Crassus, Pompey and Julius Caesar (100B.C. – 44B.C.) were the first triumvirate. Crassus was killed 

in a war and in a power struggle between Pompey and Julius Caesar, Caesar defeated Pompey. Pompey 

escaped and ran away to Egypt where he died under mysterious circumstances. Now Brutus thought 

that Caesar might become a dictator. Eventhough he was the best friend of Caesar, he joined Cassius, 

Casca and other conspirators and assassinated Caesar. 

(*Antony, Lepidus and Octavius Caesar were the second triumvirate.) 

The play opens with Julius Caesar’s 

victorious return to Rome after defeating the 

sons of Pompey. While people rejoice, there 

is a group which fears that all these victories 

would get into Caesar’s head and he would 

cease to be democratic Cassius, Brutus and 

others plot to kill Caesar. 

[{ypa]; rPru;> ghk;Ngapd;  kfd;fis ntd;W (defeating the sons 

of Pompey) ntw;wpNahL Nuhk; efuk; jpUk;Gifapy; ,e;j 
ehlfk; (play) Muk;gkhfpwJ. kf;fs; kfpo;r;rpahf ntw;wpiaf; 
nfhz;lhbf;nfhz;bUf;Fk; jUzj;jpy;> ,e;j midj;J 
ntw;wpfSk; rP]Uf;F jiyf;fdj;ij Vw;gLj;jp mtu; 
[dehafthjpahf ,Ug;gij jLj;J epWj;jp tpLk; vd;W 
mq;Nf xU FO kl;Lk; gae;jJ. Nfrpa];> G&l;l]; kw;Wk; 
rpyu; rP]iuf; nfhy;yj; jpl;lkpLfpd;wdu;. 
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A soothsayer (astrologer) warns Caesar about 

the “ides of March”. Calphurnia, Caesar’s wife, 

forbids him from going to the Senate House as 

she has had bad dreams. Decius Brutus, one of 

the conspirators, convinces Caesar to come to 

the Senate House. At the Senate House, the 

conspirators surround Caesar. Casca is the first 

to stab him. Caesar is shocked when he sees his 

friend Marcus Brutus with a sword. With an 

anguished cry of Et tu, Brute? (You too Brutus) 

he dies. 

xU N[hrpaf;fhuh; khu;r; khjk; ngsu;zkp ehsd;W (khu;r; 
15) elf;fg;NghFk; gaq;fuj;ijg; gw;wp rP]Uf;F vr;rhpf;if 
nra;jhh;. rP]hpd; kidtp fhy;G+u;dpahTf;F rpy nfl;l 
fdTfs; Njhd;wpajhy;> mts; rP]iu ke;jpuprigf;Fr; 
nry;y Ntz;lhk; vd;W jLj;jhh;. Mdhy; rjpfhuh; nlrpa]; 
G&l;l]; rP]iu ke;jpuprigf;F tu rk;kjpf;fr; nra;jhh;. 
ke;jpup;rigf; $l;lj;jpy;> rjpfhuh;fs; rP]iu Rw;wp 
tisj;jdh;. Nf];fh vd;gth;jhd; rP]iu Fj;jpa Kjyhk; 
egh;. jdJ ez;guhfpa khh;f;f]; G&l;l]; thSld; 
,Ue;jijg; ghh;j;j rP]h; mjph;r;rpaile;jhh;. xU fyq;fpa 
mOifAld; “ePAkh G&l;l];?”  vd;W $wpagbNa mth; 
(rP]h;) ,wf;fpwhh;. 

Mark Antony, Caesar’s trusted friend, meets 

the murderers and requests them to allow him 

to take Caesar’s body to the market place. 

Marcus Brutus agrees, but warns Antony not 

to blame them in his funeral speech. 

rP]hpd; ek;gpf;iff;Fupa ez;gh; khh;f; Mz;ldp 
nfhiyfhuh;fisr; re;jpj;J> rP]hpd; cliy re;ijg; 
gFjpf;F vLj;Jr; nry;y mDkjpf;FkhW Ntz;bdhh;. 
khh;f]; G&l;l]; mjid Vw;Wf;nfhz;lhh;. Mdhy; 
,Wjpr;rlq;F ciuapy; jq;fis Fw;wk;rhl;lf; $lhJ vd;W 
vr;rhpj;jhh;. 

In Act III Scene 2, Brutus justifies the 

murder of Caesar. But Mark Antony, with his 

eloquence, wins the public over to his side. 

The result is that a riot breaks out and people 

are moved to a frenzy to avenge the murder 

of Caesar. Cassius and Brutus flee Rome, and 

Mark Antony, Octavius Caesar and Amelius 

Lepidus become the ‘triumvirs’. At the battle 

of Philippi, the forces of Cassius and Marcus 

Brutus are defeated, and true to his word, 

Brutus kills himself with his sword. 

gFjp III fhl;rp 2-y;> G&l;l]; rP]iuf; nfhd;wij 
epahag;gLj;Jfpwhh;. Mdhy;  khh;f; Mz;ldp jdJ rpwe;j 
Ngr;rhw;;wyhy; kf;fis jdJ gf;fk; nfhz;LtUtjpy; 
ntw;wpailfpwhu;. tpisT xU fytuk; ntbf;fpwJ.  kf;fs; 
fl;Lg;gLj;j Kbahj Nfhgj;jpy; rP]iuf;  nfhd;wtu;fisg; 
gopthq;fj; Jbf;fpd;wdu;. fhrpa]; kw;Wk; G&l;l]; 
NuhkpypUe;J jg;gpNahLfpd;wdh;. khh;f; Mz;ldp> 
Mf;Nltpa]; rP]h; kw;Wk; mkypa]; nygpl]; 
%Nte;jh;fshf khWfpwhh;fs;. gpypg;gp Nghhpy;> fhrpa]; 
kw;Wk; khh;f]; G&l;l]pd; gilfs; Njhw;fbf;fg;gLfpd;wd. 
jkJ thh;j;ijf;F Vw;whw;NghyNt> G&l;l]; jdJ 
thshNyNa jd;idf; Fj;jpf;nfhz;L jw;nfhiy 
nra;Jnfhs;fpwhu;. 

Note: This extract is the funeral orations 

of Brutus and Mark Antony. 

Brutus: Be patient till the last. Romans, 

countrymen, and lovers! hear me for my 

cause, and be silent, that you may hear: 

believe me for mine honour, and have 

respect to mine honour, that you may 

believe: censure me in your wisdom, and 

awake your senses, that you may the better 

judge. If there be any in this assembly, any 

dear friend of Caesar’s, to him I say that 

Brutus’ love to Caesar was no less than his. 

If, then, that friend demand why Brutus rose 

against Caesar, this is my answer,—not that I 

loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome 

more.  

Had you rather Caesar were living, and die 

all slaves, than that Caesar were dead, to live 

all free men? As Caesar loved me, I weep for 

him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he 

was valiant, I honour him; but, as he was 

ambitious, I slew him. There is tears for his 

love; joy for his fortune; honour for his 

valour; and death for his ambition.  

Fwpg;G: ,e;jg; gFjpahdJ Gfo;ngw;w G&l;l]; kw;Wk; khh;f; 
Mz;ldpapd; ,Wjpr;rlq;F ciuahFk;.  

G&l;l];: filrptiu nghWikahf ,Uq;fs;. Nuhkhdpah;fNs> 
ehl;L kf;fNs kw;Wk; ehl;il tpUk;Gth;fNs. ehd; nrhy;Yk; 
fhuzj;ijf; NfSq;fs;. nghWikahff; NfSq;fs;. vdJ 
khpahijf;fhf> vd;id ek;Gq;fs;. vdJ ngUikapy; khpahij 
itj;jhy;> ePq;fs; ek;gyhk;. cq;fSila Qhdj;jhy; vd;idj; 
jPh;khdpAq;fs;. cq;fSila Gyd;fisj; jl;b vOg;Gq;fs;. 
rpwg;ghf KbTnra;Aq;fs;. ,e;jf; $l;lj;jpy;> rP]hpd; 
kpfr;rpwe;j ez;gh; ahNuDk; ,Ug;gPu;fshapd; rP]u; kPjhd 
G&l;l]pd; md;G mjw;F ve;j tpjj;jpYk; Fiwe;jjy;y 
vd;gij mwptPu;fs;. gpd; Vd; G&l;l]; rP]Uf;F vjpuhff; 
fpsh;e;J vOe;jhh; vdf; Nfl;fyhk;. mth;fSf;F ,Jjhd; vdJ 
gjpy;. ehd; rP]iuf; Fiwthf Nerpj;Njd; vd;gjy;y ,jd; 
nghUs;. Mdhy; Nuhk; efiu mijtpl mjpfkhf Nerpj;Njd; 
vd;gJjhd; ,jd; nghUs; MFk;.  
 
rP]h; capNuhL ,Ue;J> ePq;fs; mbikfshfr; rhtij tpl> 
rP]h; ,we;J ePq;fs; Rje;jpu kdpjh;fshf tho;tJ 
ey;yjy;yth? rP]h; vd;id tpUk;gpajhy;> ehd; mtUf;fhf 
mOfpNwd;. mth; mjph;\;lrhypahf ,Ue;jjhy; ehd; mjidf; 
nfhz;lhLfpNwd;. mth; tPuuhf ,Ue;jjhy; ehd; mtiug; 
ghuhl;LfpNwd;. Mdhy; mth; NguhirAilatuhf ,Ue;jjhy;> 
ehd; mtiuf; nfhd;Nwd;. mtUf;fhd md;gpy; fz;zPh; 
rpe;JfpNwd;> mtUila mjph;\;lj;jpy; ehd; kfpo;r;rp 
milfpNwd;> mtUila tPuj;jpy; ehd; ngUikailfpNwd;.  
mtUila  Nguhirapdhy; mtUf;F ,wg;G fpilj;jJ.  
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Who is here so base that would be a 

bondman? If any, speak; for him have I 

offended.  

Who is here so rude that would not be a 

Roman? If any, speak; for him have I 

offended.  

Who is here so vile that will not love his 

country? If any, speak; for him have I 

offended.  

I pause for a reply. 

,q;F mbikj;jdj;jpy; Mirnfhz;l fPo;j;jukhd eguhf 
ahNuDk; ,Uf;fpwhh;fsh? ehd; thu;j;ijfshy; 
Gz;gLj;jpapUe;jhy;> ahNuDk;  NgRq;fs;.  
 
,q;F jpkpu;gpbj;j Nuhkhdpadhf ,Uf;fj; jFjpapy;yhj eguhf 
ahNuDk; ,Uf;fpwhh;fsh? ehd; thu;j;ijfshy; 
Gz;gLj;jpapUe;jhy;> ahNuDk;  NgRq;fs;.  
 
,q;F jdJ ehl;il Nerpf;fhj Nkhrkhd eguhf  ahNuDk; 
,Uf;fpwhu;fsh? ehd; thu;j;ijfshy; Gz;gLj;jpapUe;jhy;> 
ahNuDk;  NgRq;fs;. 
 ehd; cq;fs; gjpYf;fhf (vdJ Ngr;ir) epWj;JfpNwd;. 

Citizens. None, Brutus, none. 

Brutus. Then none have I offended. I have 

done no more to Caesar than you shall do to 

Brutus. 

gpui[fs;: ,y;iy> G&l;l];> ,y;iy. 
G&l;l];: mg;gbahdhy; ehd; ahiuAk; Gz;gLj;jtpy;iy! 
ePq;fs; G&l;l];f;F nra;ag;Nghtijf; fhl;bYk; ehd; 
rP]Uf;F xd;Wk; mjpfk; vJTk; nra;Jtpltpy;iy. 

Enter ANTONY and others, with CAESAR’S 

body 

Mz;ldp kw;Wk; kw;wth;fs;> rP]hpd; clNyhL cs;Ns 
Eiofpwhh;fs;.  

Here comes his body, mourned by Mark 

Antony, who, though he had no hand in his 

death, shall receive the benefit of his dying, a 

place in the commonwealth; as which of you 

shall not? With this I depart,—that, as I slew 

my best lover for the good of Rome, I have 

the same dagger for myself, when it shall 

please my country to need my death. 

,Njh mtUila cly; tUfpwJ. khh;f; Mz;ldpahy; Jf;fk; 
mDrupf;fg;gLfpwJ. mtUf;F (Mz;ldpf;F) mtUila 
(rP]Uila) ,wg;gpy; ve;jg; gq;Fk; ,y;iy vd;whYk;$l 
mtUila ,wg;gpw;fhd gaidg; ngwg;Nghfpwhu;. tug;NghFk; 
Fbkf;fs; Ml;rpapy; ePq;fnsy;yhk; ngwKbahj xU Kf;fpa 
,lj;ij ,tu; ngWthh;. ,j;Jld; ehd; vdJ Ngr;ir 
Kbj;Jf; fpsk;GfpNwd;. ehd; kpfTk; mjpfkhf Nerpj;j egiu> 
Nuhkpd; ed;ikf;fhff; nfhd;Nwd;. vdJ ehl;il jpUg;jpg;gLj;j 
vdJ ,wg;G ehl;Lf;Fj; Njitg;gLkhdhy; ,Nj this 
vdf;fhfTk; itj;jpUf;fpNwd;.  

Antony. Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend 

me your ears; I come to bury Caesar, not to 

praise him. 

Mz;ldp: ez;gh;fNs> Nuhkhdpah;fNs> ehl;Lkf;fNs! vdf;F 
cq;fs; nrtpfisf; nfhLq;fs;(NfSq;fs;). ehd; ,q;F 
rP]iug; Gijg;gjw;fhf te;Js;Nsd;. mtiug; 
ghuhl;Ltjw;fhf tutpy;iy.  

The evil that men do lives after them;  

The good is oft interred with their bones;  

So let it be with Caesar.  

The noble Brutus Hath told you Caesar was 

ambitious:  

If it were so, it was a grievous fault; 

kdpju;fs; nra;Ak; ghtq;fs; mth;fSila ,wg;Gf;Fg; 
gpwFk; thOk;. ey;y Fzq;fNsh mtu;fspd; vYk;Gfspy;  
Gije;jpUf;Fk;. Mjyhy; mitfs; rP]hplk; ,Uf;fl;Lk;. 
cd;djkhd G&l;l];> rP]iu Nguhirf;fhuu; vd;whu;. 
mt;thW ,Uf;Fkhdhy; mJ xU gaq;fukhd jtW.  

And grievously hath Caesar answer’d it. 

Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest,— 

For Brutus is an honourable man; 

So are they all; all honourable men,— 

Come I to speak in Caesar’s funeral. 

mjw;fhd jz;lidia (gjpiy) rP]u; ngw;wpUf;fpwhu;. 
,q;Nf G&l;l]; kw;Wk;  kw;wtu;fSila mDkjpAld; 
Ngrpr;nrd;w epiyapy;> G&l;l]; xU kupahijf;Fupa egu;. 
mtiug; NghyNt kw;wtu;fSk; kupahijf;Fupa egu;fNs! 
rP]upd; ,Wjpr;rlq;fpy; NgRtjw;fhf ehd; te;Js;Nsd;. 

He was my friend, faithful and just to me: 

But Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

He hath brought many captives home to 

Rome, 

Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill: 

Did this in Caesar seem ambitious? 

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath 

wept: 

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff: 

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

vd;idg;nghUj;jtiu mth; vdJ ez;gh;>  tpRthrkhdth; 
kw;Wk; Neu;ikahdtuhf ,Ue;jhh;. Mdhy; mth; 
Nguhirf;fhuh; vd;W G&l;l]; nrhy;Yfpwhh;. G&l;l]; xU 
kupahijf;Fupa egu;. mth; gy Nghh; gpizaf; ifjpfis 
NuhKf;Ff; nfhz;Lte;jtu;. mtu;fspd; gpizaj; 
njhifiaf; nfhz;L muRf; fUT+yj;ij epug;gpath;. ,jpy; 
rP]hpd; Nguhirj;jdk; VNjDk; cs;sJ Nghyj; 
Njhd;Wfpwjh? vg;Nghnjy;yhk; Viofs; mOjhh;fNsh> 
mg;Nghnjy;yhk; rP]Uk; mOjhh;. Nguhir vd;gJ 
nfhLq;Nfhyu;fsplkpUe;J Njhd;wf;$baJ. ,Ug;gpDk; 
G&l;l]; mth;(rP]u;) Nguhirf;fhuh; vd;W $Wfpwhh;. 
G&l;l]; xU khpahijf;Fhpa egu;. 
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You all did see that on the Lupercal 

I thrice presented him a kingly crown, 

Which he did thrice refuse: was this 

ambition? 

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And, sure, he is an honourable man. 

Y}gu;fhy; jpUtpohtpy; ePq;fs; vy;NyhUk; ghu;j;Jf; 
nfhz;LjhNd ,Ue;jPu;fs;. ehd; %d;WKiw mtUf;F 
kzpkFlk; #l;l tpioe;Njd;. mij mth; %d;W KiwAk; 
kWj;jhh;> my;yth? ,Jjhd; Nguhirah? ,Ug;gpDk;  
G&l;l];> mth;(rP]u;) Nguhirf;fhuh; vd;W nrhy;Yfpwhh;. 
epr;rakhf mth;(rP]u;) xU khpahijf;Fhpa kdpjNu. 

I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke, 

But here I am to speak what I do know. 

You all did love him once,—not without cause: 

What cause withholds you, then, to mourn 

for him?  

O judg’ment! Thou art fled to brutish beasts, 

G&l;l]; nrhd;dij jtW vd;W ep&gpf;f ehd; ,q;F Ngr 
tutpy;iy. Mdhy; ehd; vdf;Fj; njhpe;jij ,q;F 
NgRfpNwd;. ePq;fs; midtUk; xUrkak;  mtiuf; 
fhuzNk ,y;yhky; Nerpj;jPu;fs;. mg;NghJ vJ cq;fis  
mg;gb epWj;jp itj;jpUe;jJ? ve;jf; fhuzk; mtUf;fhf 
cq;fisf; ftiyg;glitj;jJ? X ePjpNa! eP nfhLikahd 
fhl;Lkpuhz;bfNshL nrd;Wtpl;lhNa! 

And men have lost their reason! - Bear with me; 

My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, 

And I must pause till it come back to me. 

kdpju;fs; mth;fSila gFj;jwpAk; jpwid ,oe;Jtpl;ldu;. 
vd;idg; nghWj;Jf;nfhs;Sq;fs;. vdJ ,janky;yhk; 
rP]Uld; mtUila rtg;ngl;bapy; cs;sJ. vdJ ,jak; 
jpUk;g vd;dplk; tUk;tiu> ehd; fl;lhak; NgRtij 
epWj;jpahf Ntz;Lk;. 

First Citizen. Me thinks there is much reason 

in his sayings. 

Second Citizen.If thou consider rightly of the 

matter, Caesar has had great wrong. 

Third Citizen.Has he, masters? 

I fear there will a worse come in his place. 

Fourth Citizen.Mark’d ye his words? He 

would not take the crown; Therefore ’tis 

certain he was not ambitious. 

KjyhtJ Fbkfd;: mth; Ngr;rpy; epiwa epahak; cs;sJ. 
,uz;lhtJ Fbkfd;: eP mtUila nra;jpia rhpahff; 
fUjpdhy;> rP]uplj;jpy; kpfg;ngupa jtW cs;sJ.  
%d;whtJ Fbkfd;: mthplj;jpyh> v[khd;? 
mtuplj;jpypUe;J VNjh xU Nkhrkhd rk;gtk; 
tug;Nghfpd;wJ vd;W ehd; gag;gLfpNwd;. 
ehd;fhtJ Fbkfd;: mtUila thh;j;ijfisf; 
ftdpAq;fs;. mth; uh[fphPlj;ij Vw;ftpy;iy. vdNt> mth; 
Nguhir mw;wth; vd;gJ cWjpahfpwJ. 

First Citizen.If it be found so, some will dear 

abide it. 

Second Citizen. Poor soul! his eyes are red as fire 

with weeping.  

Third Citizen.There’s not a nobler man in 

Rome than Antony. 

Fourth Citizen.Now mark him, he begins 

again to speak. 

KjyhtJ Fbkfd;: mJ (rP]u; Nguhir mw;wtu;) cz;ik 
vd;W fz;lwpag;gl;lhy;> rpyh; mijg; gpd;gw;Wthh;fs;. 
(mjhtJ> kf;fs; Mz;ldpapd; fUj;ij Vw;Wf; nfhs;thu;fs;) 
,uz;lhtJ Fbkfd;;: mlg;ghtNk! mtUila (Mz;ldpapd;) 
fz;fs; mOifapdhy; neUg;GNghy rpte;Js;sJ. 
%d;whtJ Fbkfd;: Mz;ldpiag;Nghy; cd;djkhdtu; 
Nuhkpy; vtUk; ,y;iy. 
ehd;fhtJ Fbkfd;: ,g;NghJ mtiug; ghUq;fs;> mth; 
kPz;Lk; Ngrj; njhlq;Ffpwhh;. 

Antony. But yesterday the word of Caesar might 

Have stood against the world: now lies he there, 

And none so poor to do him reverence. 

O masters, if I were dispos’d to stir 

Your hearts and minds to mutiny and rage, 

I should do Brutus wrong and Cassius wrong, 

Who, you all know, are honourable men: 

Mz;ldp:  Mdhy; New;W rP]hpd; thh;j;ijfs; cyfj;Jf;F 
vjpuhf ,Ue;jpUf;fyhk;. ,g;NghJ mth; mq;Nf fplf;fpwhh;. 
ahUk; mtiu kjpf;ftpy;iy. v[khdh;fNs ehd; cq;fsJ 
,jaj;ijAk;> kdj;ijAk; fpswp Mj;jpuj;ijAk; 
fyfj;ijAk; Vw;gLj;jpdhy; ehd; G&l;l]; kw;Wk; 
fh]pa]{f;F jPq;F tpistpf;fpd;Nwd;. cq;fSf;Nf njhpAk;> 
mth;fs; khpahijf;Fhpa egh;fs;. 

I will not do them wrong; I rather choose 

To wrong the dead, to wrong myself, and you, 

Than I will wrong such honourable men. 

But here’s a parchment with the seal of Caesar; 

I found it in his closet,—’tis his will: 

ehd; mth;fSf;Fj; jPq;F tpistpf;f khl;Nld;. me;j 
khpahijf;Fhpa egu;fSf;F jPq;F tpistpg;gij tpl 
,we;JNghdtUf;Fk;> vdf;Fk;> cq;fSf;Fk; Ntz;Lkhdhy; 
jPq;F tpistpg;Ngd;. Mdhy; ,q;Nf rP]hpd; Kj;jpiu 
nfhz;l tpyq;Fj; Njhy; (fhfpjk;) xd;W cs;sJ. ,ij 
ehd; mtUila ,ufrpa miwapypUe;J fz;nlLj;Njd;. 
,J mtUila capy;. 

Let but the commons hear this testament,— 

Which, pardon me, I do not mean to read,— 

And they would go and kiss dead Caesar’s 

wounds, 

And dip their napkins in his sacred blood; 

Yea, beg a hair of him for memory, 

rhjhuz kf;fs;$l ,e;j Mjhuj;ijf;(capiy)  Nfl;fyhk;. 
,e;j capiy ehd; gbf;fg;NghfpNwd; vd;W mu;j;jkpy;iy. 
mjw;fhf vd;id kd;dpAq;fs;. mth;fs; nrd;W> rP]hpd; 
fhaq;fis Kj;jkplyhk;. mth;fspd; ifFl;ilfis 
mtUila Gdpjkhd ,uj;jj;jhy; eidf;fyhk;. mtUila 
jiyKbia mtuJ epidTf;fhff; Nfl;fyhk;. 
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And, dying, mention it within their wills, 

Bequeathing it as a rich legacy 

Unto their issue. …………………. 
 

 

Foe;ijfSf;;Fr; rpwe;j guprhf jdJ capiy tpl;Lr; 
nry;tjhf jhd; ,wf;Fk; jUthapy; mtUila capypy;  
Fwpg;gpLfpwhu;.   

Antony. If you have tears, prepare to shed 

them now. You all do know this mantle:  

I remember 

The first time ever Caesar put it on; 

’Twas on a summer’s evening, in his tent, 

That day he overcame the Nervii:— 

Look, in this place ran Cassius’ dagger through: 

See what a rent the envious Casca made: 

Mz;ldp: cq;fSf;F fz;zPh; ,Uf;Fkhdhy; mij 
(mtUf;fhf) rpe;Jtjw;Fj; jahuhFq;fs;. cq;fs; 
midtUf;Fk; ,e;j mq;fpiaj; njhpAk;. mJ 
Kjd;Kiwahf rP]h; mzpe;jJ. vdf;F Qhgfk; cs;sJ. 
mJ xU Nfhilfhy khiyg;nghOjpy;. mtuJ $lhuj;jpy;. 
neu;tp Nghupy;. mtu; ntw;wpnfhz;l ehspy;. ,Njh ,e;j 
,lj;jpy; ghUq;fs;> fh]pa];]pd; ths; vg;gb 
CLUtpr;nrd;Ws;sJ vd;W! nghwhikf;fhu fh];fh vd;d 
xU ngupa ntl;Lf; fhaj;ij Vw;gLj;jpAs;shu; ghUq;fs;. 

Through this the well-beloved Brutus 

stabb’d; 

And, as he pluck’d his cursed steel away, 

Mark how the blood of Caesar follow’d it, 

As rushing out of doors, to be resolv’d 

If Brutus so unkindly knock’d, or no; 

kpfTk; Nerpf;fg;gLk; G&l;l];;$l ,jd; topahfj;jhd; 
Fj;jpapUf;fpwhu;. NkYk; mth; rgpf;fg;gl;l thisg; 
gpLq;Fk;NghJ> fjTfisj; cilj;Jf; nfhz;L ntspNa 
tUtJ Nghy vg;gb rP]hpd; ,uj;jk; gPwpl;L te;Js;sJ 
vd;gij ftdpAq;fs;. ,J  njuptpf;fg;gl;bUf;f Ntz;Lk;. 
xUNtis G&l;l]; fUizapd;wp mbj;jpUg;ghuh my;yJ 
,y;iyah. 

For Brutus, as you know, was Caesar’s angel: 

Judge, O you gods, how dearly Caesar lov’d 

him! 

This was the most unkindest cut of all; 

For when the noble Caesar saw him stab, 

Ingratitude, more strong than traitors’ arms, 

cq;fSf;nfy;yhk; njupAk; rP]hpd; neUq;fpa ez;gh; 
G&l;l]; vd;W! A+fpj;Jf;nfhs;Sq;fs;. X flTs;fNs! 
vt;tsT ghrj;Jld; rP]h; mtiu Nerpj;;jhu;! ,Jjhd; 
vy;yhtw;iwAk;tpl kpfTk; fUizaw;w ntl;Lf;fhak; 
MFk;. Nkd;ikahd rP]u; ghu;j;Jf; nfhz;bUf;Fk;NghNj 
,tu; Fj;jpapUf;fpwhu;. ed;wp nfl;lj;jdk;> rjpfhudpd; 
MAjq;fisf; fhl;bYk; nfhbaJ. 

Quite vanquished him: then burst his mighty 

heart; 

And, in his mantle muffling up his face, 

Even at the base of Pompey’s statue, 

Which all the while ran blood, great Caesar fell. 

O, what a fall was there, my countrymen! 

ed;wp nfl;lj;jdk;jhd; mtiu KOikahfj; Njhw;fbj;jJ. 
gpwFjhd; mtUila cWjpahd ,jaj;ij ntbj;jJ. 
jdJ mq;fpapdhy; jdJ Kfj;ij %bf;nfhz;lhh;. 
ghk;Ngapd;  rpiyf;Ff; fPNo> vy;yh ,uj;jKk; Xb> rpwe;j 
rP]h; tPo;e;jhh;. X> vd;d xU tPo;r;rp! vd; ehl;L kf;fNs! 

Antony. Good friends, sweet friends, let me not 

stir you up to such a sudden flood of mutiny: 

Mz;ldp: ey;y ez;gh;fNs! ,dpa ez;gh;fNs! mg;gb xU 
jpBu; Gul;rpf;F cq;fisj; J}z;lhky; ehd; ,Uf;f 
Ntz;Lk;.  

I am no orator, as Brutus is; 

But, as you know me all, a plain blunt man, 

That love my friend; and that they know full 

well  

That gave me public leave to speak of him: 

For I have neither wit, not words, nor worth, 

Action, nor utterance, nor the power of speech, 

To stir men’s blood: I only speak right on; 

I tell you that which you yourselves do know; 

ehd; xd;Wk; G&l;l]; Nghd;w Ngr;rhsh; my;y. Mdhy;> 
cq;fSf;nfy;yhk; njhpe;jijg;Nghy ehd; xU rhjhuz 
Gj;jpf;$u;ikaw;w kdpjd;! vdJ ez;gid ehd; Nerpj;Njd;. 
mJ mth;fSf;F KOikahfTk; ed;whfTk; njhpAk;. mJ 
vdf;F nghJkf;fsplk; mtiug;gw;wp Ngr tha;g;ig 
Vw;gLj;jpaJ. vd;dplk; Gj;jprhypj;jdNkh> thh;j;ijfNsh> 
jFjpNah> ebg;ghw;wNyh> rpwe;j cr;rupg;Ngh>  Ngr;rhw;wNyh> 
kdpj uj;jj;ij fpswr;nra;Ak; jd;ikNah ,y;iy. ehd; 
rhpahdij kl;LNk NgRfpNwd;. cq;fshy; cq;fSf;Fj; 
njupe;j tpraq;fisNa ehd; cq;fsplk; nrhy;fpNwd;. 

Show you sweet Caesar’s wounds, poor poor 

dumb mouths, 

And bid them speak for me: but were I Brutus, 

And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 

Would ruffle up your spirits, and put a tongue 

In every wound of Caesar, that should move 

The stones of Rome to rise and mutiny. 

rP]hpd; ,dpa fhaq;fisf; fhz;gpf;fpNwd;> kpfTk;  
Nkhrkhd Ngr Kbahj me;jf; fhaq;fis vdf;fhfg; 
NgRk;gb Nfl;Nld;. ehd; G&l;l];-Mf ,Ue;J> G&l;l]; 
Mz;ldpahf ,Ue;jpUe;jhy;> me;j Mz;ldp cq;fsJ 
czh;Tfisj; J}z;b> rP]hpd; xt;nthU fhaj;jpw;Fk;  
tha; nfhLj;J Ngritj;J> Nuhkpy; cs;s fw;fisf; $l 
fyfk; Vw;gLj;jj; J}z;bapUg;ghu;. 
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Synonyms:- 

Word Synonym jkpo; mu;j;jk; 
assembly crowd / meeting $l;lk; 
captives* war prisoners gpizaf;ifjpfs; 
ruffle up* disturb / upset njhe;juT 
reason* ability to think gFj;jwpjy; 
interred* buried Gijf;fg;gLjy; 
honourable* noble / respected kupahijf;Fupa 
eloquence* power of speech Ngr;rhw;wy; 
valour* courage / boldness/ brave tPuk; / ijupak; 
slew* killed nfhy;Yjy; 
mutiny* revolt fyfk;  
wit* intelligence Gj;jpf;$u;ik 
vile* bad and evil nfl;l 
censure* judge KbntLj;jy; 
resolved* informed njuptpj;jy;/jPu;j;Jitj;jy; 
valiant*  brave / courageous /bold ijupak; kpFe;j 
sacred* holy Gdpjkhd 
grievous* serious Nkhrkhd 
reverence* respect kupahij 
ransom* money paid to release a prisoner gpizj;njhif 
pause* stop epWj;J 
base depraved / mean-minded Nkhrkhd / mw;gkhd 
coffers treasury  fUT+yk;; 
entreat request Ntz;Ljy; 
sayings utterances / statements $w;Wfs;  
compel insist / force fl;lhag;gLj;J 
inflame kindle / furiate / enrage Nfhg%l;Ljy; 
issue children Foe;ijfs; 
legacy gift ghpR 
mantle cloak /cloth to cover the upper 

part of the body 

mq;fp> clypd; Nkw;gFjpapy; 
mzpAk; cil  

vanquished defeated Njhw;f;fbj;jy; 
cause reason fhuzk; 
rent (n) cut  / hole fpopj;jy; 
parchment animal skin used for writing  vOjg;gad;gLk; tpyq;fpd; Njhy; 
marked listened  ftdpj;jy; 
offended affected ghjpj;jy; 
forbids prevents jLj;jy; 
conspirators evil planners rjpfhuh;fs; 
plot plan (of evil) rjp jpl;lkpLjy; 
stab kill / strike a person with a sword Fj;Jjy; 
ingratitude thanklessness ed;wp kwj;jy; 
unkindest most cruel nfh^ukhdJ 
beast animal tpyq;F 
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Antonyms:- 

Word X Antonym 

agitated (fytukhd) X  calm (mikjpahd) 

bequeathing (guprhff; nfhLj;jy;) X  disallowing (xd;Wk; juhky;) 

blunt* (kOq;fpa) X  sharp ($u;ikahd) 

broad*   (mfd;w) X  narrow  (FWfpa) 

dumb (Cik) X  talkative (Ngrpf;nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;) 

empty (fhypahd) X  full (KOJk; epuk;gpa) 

faithful* (tpRthrKs;s) X  disloyal, unfaithful (tpRthrkw;w) 

fleeting (jw;fhypfkhd) X  permanent (epue;jukhd) 

honourable* (kjpg;gpw;Fupa) X  dishonourable (mtkjpg;gpw;Fupa) 

interred  (Gijf;fg;gl;l) X  exhumed (vhpA+l;lg;gl;l) 

methodical (xOq;fhd /Kiwahd) X  random / confused (Fog;gkhd) 

mighty (gykhd) X  feeble / weak (gykw;w) 

noble (cau;thd) X  mean-minded / ignoble (jho;thd) 

offended (ghjpf;fg;gl;l) X  pleased (jpUg;jpgLj;jg;gl;l) 

pardon (kd;dpg;G) X  punish (jz;lid) 

patient* (nghWikahd) X  impatient (nghWikaw;w) 

praise* (ghuhl;Ljy;) X  blame (gopj;jy;) 

rejoice (kfpo;T nfhz;lhl;lk;) X  grieve / mourn (Jf;fk;) 

reverence* (kupahijahd)   X  disrespect / irreverrence (kupahijaw;w) 

rude (fu;tkhd) X  polite (ehfuPfkhd) 

ruffle up* (fuLKulhf;F) X  smooth /clean (rkg;gLj;J> Rj;jkhf;F) 

sacred* (Gdpjkhd) X  unholy (Gdpjkw;w) 

selfish (Raeykhd) X  generous / selfless (Raeykw;w) 

slow (nkJthd) X  fast / quick (Ntfkhd) 

sterner (gpbthjkhdtu;) X  gentler (,yFthdtu;) 

sublime (mofhd) X  low/base (fPohd) 

traitor (JNuhfp) X  follower/supporter (Mjuthsu;) 

tyrant* (ru;thjpfhup) X  democrat / conservative ([dehafthjp) 

valiant* (tPukhd) X  cowardly (Nfhio) 
vile (jPik) X  good (ed;ik) 
withhold (epWj;jpit) X  allow (mDkjp) 
withholds (epWj;jg;gl;lit) X  permits (mDkjpaspf;fg;gl;lit) 
muffling* (%lg;gLjy;) X  uncovering (jpwf;fg;gLjy;) 
vanquished (Njhw;f;fbj;jy;) X  succeeded (ntw;wpailjy;) 
prove (ep&gpj;jy;) X  disprove (kWf;fg;gLjy;) 
defeat (Njhw;f;fbj;jy;) X  succeed (ntw;wpailjy;) 
mourned (Jf;fk; mDrupj;jy;) X  rejoiced,be happy (kfpo;r;rpahf ,Uj;jy;) 
brutish (kpUfj;jdkhd) X  kind (md;ghd) 
cursed  (rgpj;jy;) X  blessed (Mrph;tjpj;jy;) 

(Fwpg;G: * Fwpaplg;gl;lit Kf;fpakhdit)  
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Answer the following questions each in about 50 words. 

01.  Why and how was Caesar killed? By whom? 

  Brutus, Cassius and Casca feared that Caesar would cease to be democratic and he was 

ambitious. They thought that Caesar would become a dictator and the Romans would remain 

slaves. Hence the conspirators (Brutus, Cassius and Casca) murdered him brutally.   

02.  How does Mark Antony make the crowd believe that Caesar was not ambitious? 

  Mark Antony proves convincingly that Caesar was not ambitious because he (Caesar) filled 

the common treasury with ransoms from the captive kings.  He wept for the poor and he refused 

the kingly crown offered by Antony thrice. Hence Antony proves that Caesar was not ambitious. 

03.  Whom does Mark Antony call “honourable men”? Do their actions prove them to be honourable? 

  Mark Antony calls Brutus, Cassius and Casca “honourable men”. But they are not really 

honourable. Antony ridicules them by calling ‘honourable’. Their actions do not prove them to be 

honourable. The use of the word ‘honourable’ is ironical. 

04.  Why was Brutus’ stab “the most unkindest cut of all?” How did Caesar react when Brutus 

stabbed him? 

  Caesar loved Brutus very much. Brutus was Caesar’s angel. But Brutus stabbed Caesar. 

Hence it was “ the most unkindest cut of all”. Caesar’s heart burst. He was not able to see Brutus 

as a traitor. He fell down saying “You too Brutus”. Shakespeare uses double superlative ‘most 

unkindest’ for the sake of emphasis. 

05.  How does Mark Antony win the public of Rome over to his side? 

  In his funeral oration, Mark Antony cleverly draws the public to his side. He proves 

convincingly that Caesar was not ambitious because he filled the common treasury with ransoms 

from the captive kings and he refused the crown offered. Then Antony shows the mantle (cloak) 

of Caesar which has the holes made by Brutus, Cassius and Casca. The crowd is moved to pity 

Caesar. Thus Antony wins the mob over to his side by stirring their emotions by his power of 

speech. 
 

Creative Questions: 

06.   Bring out the theme of rhetoric versus power of speech in ‘Julius Caesar’. 

 Brutus says that Caesar was ambitious. Brutus asks the crowd, “Had you rather Caesar 

were living and die all slaves than that Caesar were dead, to live all free men?” This is a 

rhetorical question. As people hold Brutus in great honour, they think that the assassination is 

justified.  

 But Antony proves that Caesar was not ambitious because Caesar filled the common 

treasury with ransoms from the captive kings and he refused the crown offered. Then Antony 

shows the mantle (cloak) of Caesar which has the holes made by Brutus, Cassius and Casca. 

Thus Antony rouses the emotions of the people by his power of speech. 
 

07.  What are the qualities of the leaders as portrayed in ‘Julius Caesar’? 
 One of the qualities of a leader is selflessness. Caesar enriched the common treasury with 

ransoms from captive kings, but he did not use the money for himself. Another characteristic of a 

great leader is that he should feel for the poor. Caesar wept, when the poor wept. Brutus was also 

a great leader, honourable and selfless. He joined the conspirators only with the aim of retaining 

Rome as a republic. He was an idealist. Antony was also a good leader because he succeeded in 

avenging the assassination of Caesar. Oratory is an important characteristic of a great leader. 

Caesar, Brutus and Antony are typical leaders (because) as they possessed the above 

characteristics. 
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08.  Why does Brutus join the conspirators? Is it simply a matter of saving Rome from Caesar’s 

supposed tyranny or does Brutus have something else to gain? 
 Brutus feared that Caesar would cease to be democratic and he was ambitious. He thought 

that Caesar would become a dictator and the Romans would remain slaves. So he joins the 

conspirators. Brutus has nothing to gain for himself by killing Caesar. He says, “Not that I loved 

Caesar less, but that I loved Rome more.” It shows that it is a matter of saving Rome from 

Caesar’s supposed tyranny. 

 

09.  Friendship Vs Deception is an important theme of ‘Julius Caesar’. Comment. 
 There are many types of friendship that exist in ‘Julius Caesar’ in particular — Caesar and 

Mark Antony, Caesar and Brutus, and Brutus and Cassius. There was a close friendship between 

Mark Antony and Caesar. So, when Caesar was killed, Antony wanted revenge. He deceived 

Brutus and the other conspirators by saying, ‘Friend I am with you all, and love you all’. Antony 

used his words to manipulate the Romans to revolt against the conspirators. Decious acts like a 

friend of Caesar and takes him to the senate house to be killed. This is friendship versus 

deception. 
 

10.   What did Calphurnia dream about Caesar? How did Decius Brutus interpret the dream? 
 Calphurnia dreamt she saw Caesar’s statue spout blood like a fountain with a hundred pipes 

and Romans came smiling and dipped their hands in it. She saw the dream as a warning that 

danger was imminent. But Decius Brutus interpreted the dream as a lucky vision. He said it 

signified that from Caesar Rome shall imbibe fresh life and great men will earnestly desire relics 

marked with his blood. Thus Decious flattered Caesar and took him the senate. 
 

Paragraph Questions: 

Write  a paragraph in about 100 words. 

01.   How does Mark Antony win the public of Rome to his side? (or) Critically analyse the 

funeral oration of Mark Antony (or) How does Mark Antony make the crowd believe that 

Caesar was not ambitious? 

Title     : Julius Caesar 

Author : William Shakespeare 

Genre   : Drama 

Theme  : Taking Revenge 

  In his funeral oration, Mark Antony cleverly draws the public to his side by stirring their 

emotions. He says that he is not an orator. He tells them what is known to him. He meets the 

people with Caesar’s dead body. He tells them that he has come there to bury Caesar and not to 

praise him. He does not accuse anybody. But he proves convincingly that Caesar was not 

ambitious because he filled the common treasury with ransoms from the captive kings. Caesar 

wept for the poor and he refused the crown offered by Antony thrice at the Lupercal. He shows 

Caesar’s will but he refuses to read it. Then Antony shows the mantle (cloak) of Caesar which 

has the holes made by Brutus, Cassius and Casca. He exclaims “This was the most unkindest cut 

of all”. Thus Mark Antony reveals Brutus’ disloyalty. Mark Antony sheds tears. He asks the 

crowd to shed tears, if they had. The crowd is moved to pity Caesar and now they believe that the 

assassination of Caesar was not correct. Thus Antony wins the mob over to his side by stirring 

their emotions by his power of speech.  

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff. 
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02.  How does Brutus justify his action? (or) Summarise the speech of Brutus. 
Brutus addresses the Roman mob in a prosaic manner. He appeals to the reasoning the power of the mob 

in order to justify the assassination of Caesar. Therefore, in order to retain the Rome’s republican 

character, he killed his dearest friend Caesar. Brutus says that as Caesar loved him, he weeps; as Caesar 

was valiant, he honoured him. But as Caesar was ambitious and wanted to become a dictator, Brutus 

killed him. He questions the mob “Had you rather Caesar were living and die all slaves than that Caesar 

were dead, to live all free men?” Again he says “Not that I loved Caesar less, but that I loved Rome 

more.” Brutus informs the crowd that Caesar’s death has freed the Romans from slavery. Thus Brutus 

justifies his action. As people hold Brutus in great honour, they think that the assassination is justified.  

These are tears for his love; joy for his fortune; honour for his valour; and death for his ambition. 
 
 
 

Answer for Book Exercises 

Task:     Look up a dictionary and gather relevant details of the italicised words:(P-19) 

1. the plural of index and matrix :    indexes – Please refer to the indexes of these books. 

                                                        matrices – I like matrices in Maths. 

2. the singular of data and alumni:         datum – I need another datum to complete my project work. 

                                                      alumnus- Kumar is an alumnus of Green Park School. 

3. the adjectives of money and governor:       monetary and gubernatorial  
4. the noun form of religious and dedicate:    religion and dedication 

5. the differences between hire and rent in British and American English 

hire : act of using another person’s vehicle for a short time;   We rarely hire a taxi. 

rent : act of using anybody’s property for a long time;  We rent a place for our programme. 

6. the differences between home and house, and thin and lanky 

home : a place where one gets love;     Every day I return home by 7.00 p.m. 

house : a building made for people to live in;   Building a house is not an easy task. 

thin     - one who is not fat but beautiful is thin. 

lanky  - one who is not fat and not beautiful is lanky .  
 

Task: Complete the following table: One is done for you.(Page-21)  

British English American English 

railway railroad 

lift elevator 

flat apartment 

pavement sidewalk 

aerial antennae 
 

Task 1: Using the thesaurus, find appropriate synonyms of the italicised words: (Page-22,23) 

   Examples: 

Romans, countrymen, and lovers hear me for my cause (listen to). 

Who is here so vile that will not love his country? (base) 

Here comes his body mourned by Mark Antony (grieved). 

1. If there is any in this assembly, any dear friend of Caesar’s. . . (gathered) 

2. As he was valiant, I honour him. (brave, courage,bold) 

3. I pause for a reply. (stop) 

4. I do entreat you, not a man depart. . . (request) 

5. If it were so, it was a grievous fault. . . (serious) 

6. He hath brought many captives home to Rome. (prisoners) 

7. Methinks there is much reason in his sayings. (statements) 

8. And dip their napkins in his sacred blood. (holy) 

9. You will compel me, then, to read the will? (force, insist) 

10. And, being men, hearing the will of Caesar, it will inflame you. (kindle,enrage) 
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Task 2: Consult the thesaurus and find out the antonyms of the italicised words: (the meaning of the 

sentences may change): (Page-23) 

1. Life is but an empty dream.(full) 

2. Art is long and Time is fleeting. (short, permanent ) 

3. We can make our lives sublime. (low, base, ugly) 

4. This Caesar was a tyrant. (democrat, conservative) 

5. There is not a nobler man in Rome than Antony. (mean-minded, ignoble) 

6. Runs were scored at a very slow pace. (fast) 

7. When he heard the news he was very agitated. (calm) 

8. The staircase is quite broad. (narrow) 

9. Quite a few of my friends are selfish. (selfless) 

10. Whatever she does, she does it in a methodical manner. (random) 
 

Task: Identify the pattern of the following sentences: (Page-28) 

1. Rani    is     a nurse. 

      S       V        C 

2. They   proved      him      wrong. 

      S V           O           C 

3. Kumar     gave      Janani      a rose. 

        S   V             IO          DO 

4. He    bought      a kilo of apples. 

     S         V                     O 

5. My mother      keeps        the house       clean. 

      S            V      O           C 

6. The teacher      gave       the class        a difficult assignment. 

      S            V  IO                     DO 

7. Pardon     me. 

        V          O 

8. I       loved      Caesar. 

    S         V            O 

9. I        presented     him       a cheque for Rs.25,000/- 

    S              V  IO                 DO 

10. We       are blessed       that Rome is rid of him. 

       S       V              A 

11. Ambition       should be made       of sterner stuff. 

        S       V                       A  

12.  I  have  the same dagger. 

       S     V  O 

13. I  come   to bury Caesar. 

      S    V  A 

14. You all         do know      this mantle. 

        S             V           O 

15. This         was         the most unkindest cut of all. 

        S             V           C 
 

 
 

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/

http://kalviamuthu.blogspot.com



 

  12th English                                                        Unit-1                                               Way to success 

 wtsteam100@gmail.com                                     - 12 -                                        www.waytosuccess.org  

 

 

 

Poem – 1  

A PSALM OF LIFE  
(tho;tpd; ghly;)  

H.W.Longfellow  

 
L.No Poem Lines jkpohf;fk; 
1 Tell me not, in mournful numbers, tUe;jpg; ghly;fs; ghlhjPh; 
2 Life is but an empty dream!- tho;f;if vd;gJ ntWk; fdT vd;W  
3 For the soul is dead that slumbers, J}q;Ffpd;w Mj;khit ,we;jJ vd;W 
4 And things are not what they seem. Njhw;wkspg;gJ Nghy nghUl;fs; ,y;iy 
5 Life is real! Life is earnest! tho;f;if cz;ikahdJ tho;f;if cs;shh;tkhdJ 
6 And the grave is not its goal; fy;yiwf;Fr; nry;tJ vd;gJ tho;f;ifapd; Fwpf;Nfhs; my;y  
7 Dust thou art, to dust returnest, kz;zpypUe;J te;j eP mNj kz;Zf;F jpUk;GtJ 
8 Was not spoken of the soul. Md;khitg;gw;wp Ngrg;gl;ljy;y 
9 Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, kfpo;r;rpNah kw;Wk; Jd;gNkh my;y 
10 Is our destined end or way; tpjpf;fgl;l KbNth my;yJ ghijNah my;y 
11 But to act, that each tomorrow Mdhy;> nray;gLtNj!  ehis vd;gJ-  
12 Find us farther than today. ,d;iwa jpdj;ijf; fhl;bYk; rpwe;jjhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;  
13 Art is long, and Time is fleeting, fiy nebaJ kw;Wk; fhyk; FWfpaJ. 
14 And our hearts, though stout and brave, NkYk; ekJ ,jak;> gykhf kw;Wk; ijhpakhf 
15 Still, like muffled drums, are beating %lg;gl;l kj;jsk; Nghy> Jbj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwJ 
16 Funeral marches to the grave fy;yiwf;Fr; nry;Yk; ,Wjp Cu;tyj;jpy; NghtJ Nghy 
17 In the world’s broad field of battle, gue;J tphpe;Js;s Nghh;fskhd cyfj;jpy; 
18 In the bivouac of Life, tho;f;if vd;w jw;fhypf Nghh;Kfhkpy;> 
19 Be not like dumb, driven cattle! $l;br;nry;yg;gLk; Cikahd ke;ij Nghy ,uhNj 
20 Be a hero in the strife! Nghuhl;lj;jpy; xU tPuidg; Nghy ,U 
21 Trust no Future, howe’er pleasant! vjpu;fhyj;ij ek;ghNj> mJ vt;tsT ,jkhf ,Ue;jhYk;  
22 Let the dead Past bury its dead! fle;J  Nghd ,we;j fhyk; Gijf;fg;gll;Lk; 
23 Act, act in the living Present! nray;gL> nray;gL capUs;s epfo;fhyj;jpy; 
24 Heart within, and God o’er head! kdg;G+Htkhf flTs; cd;Dld; ,Uf;fpwhh;. 
25 Lives of great men all remind us rpwe;j kdpjh;fspd; tho;f;if ekf;F epidT+l;LfpwJ 
26 We can make our lives sublime, ehk;> ekJ tho;it rpwg;ghf Mf;f KbAk;.  
27 And, departing, leave behind us fpsk;Gk; NghJ> ehk; tpl;Lr;nry;y Ntz;Lk; 
28 Footprints on the sands of time; fhy Xl;lj;jpy; ekJ RtLfis 
29 Footprints, that perhaps another, ghjRtLfs; xUNtis kw;wtUilajhf  
30 Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, Jd;gk; vd;w tho;f;iff; flypy; gazpf;Fk; 
31 A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, fg;gy; %o;fpa Nrhfk; nfhz;l rNfhjuh;  
32 Seeing, shall take heart again. mijg; ghh;j;J> kdij kPz;Lk; Njw;wpf;nfhs;sl;Lk; 
33 Let us, then, be up and doing, vONthk; nray;gLNthk; 
34 With a heart for any fate; ve;j tpjpahf ,Ue;jhYk; xU KOkdJld; 
35 Still achieving, still pursuing, ,d;Dk; rhjpg;Nghk;> tplhJ Kaw;rpg;Nghk;. 
36 Learn to labor and to wait. fbd ciog;ig> gyDf;fhf fhj;jpUf;Fk; nghWikia 

fw;Wf;nfhs;Nthk;. 
 

Book back Questions: (Page 41) 

Answer the following questions briefly in about 50 words each: 

01. What does the life of great men teach us? 

The footprints(lives) of nobler men serve as the beacon to the younger generations.  It may be others’ 

but it is our duty to follow them in order to make our life meaningful.  Whenever the mistakes done or 

committed by us we can rectify them by referring to the biographies of the great people. 
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02. Highlight the significance of the line ‘Act in the living present’. 

There are three parts of time - - - present, past and future.  Past is dead. We should not bother about it 

because it is dead.  Future is uncertain.  We should not believe it.  Present is real.  So we have to give 

importance to the present.  Present is the present (gift) presented (gifted) by the Almighty. 

03. Comment on the last line of the poem: “Learn to labor, and to wait”. 

In this poem the poet talks of life.  According to the poet life is real and earnest.  We have to give 

significance to the present time.  We must seek the guidance of the achievers from their 

biography.  We should learn to do hardwork and wait for the consequences. 

 

APPRECIATION QUESTIONS: 
 

01.  Tell me not, in mournful numbers, 

       Life is but an empty dream! 

      For the soul is dead that slumbers, 

     And things are not what they seem. 
 

a)  What is meant by ‘mournful numbers’?  

‘Mournful numbers’ means sorrowful songs. 

b) What does ‘empty dream’ imply? 

Empty dream implies that life is meaningless . 

c)   How does the poet look upon life?       
The poet looks upon life as a real thing. 

d)  Why do some people say that life is an empty dream?    

  Some people say that life is an empty dream because they are dejected and depressed. 

e)   What does the poet say about life?       

       The poet says that life is real, not a dream. 

f)   Is life an empty dream? 

       No, life is not an emptry dream 

g)  Pick out the rhyming words in these lines. 

      numbers  and slumbers 

      dream and seem are the rhyming words. 

h)  Bring out the rhyme scheme used in these lines. 

      The rhyming scheme is  ‘a b a b’ 

i)   What figure of speech is used in the second line? 

           The figure of speech is metaphor. 

j)   Write out the words of alliteration. 

  Soul and Slumbers are  the words of alliteration 

 

02.   Life is real! Life is earnest!   

       And the grave is not its goal; 
 

a)   What does the word ‘grave’  refer to? 

          The word ‘grave’ refers to death. 

b)  What do you mean by earnest? 
             ‘Earnest’ means serious. 

c) Which goal is spoken here? 
              The goal of life is spoken here. 

d) Write out the words in alliteration. 

grave and  goal  are   the words in alliteration. 
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03.   Dust thou art, to dust returnest 

      Was not spoken of the soul. 

a) Who does ‘thou’ refer to? 

‘Thou’ refers to man. 

b) What is the reference spoken of here? 

According to the Bible, man is made of dust and he becomes dust after his death. 

c)  What is dust compared to? 

Dust is compared to human beings. 

d) What allusion is referred to here?  

It is a biblical allusion. It refers to Genesis 3:19 ( The Bible) 
 

04.  Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 

       Is our destined end or way; 
 

a) What do these  lines mean? 

These lines mean that the purpose of life is not simple enjoyment or weeping over suffering. 

b) What is the purpose of life? 

The purpose of life is to act and achieve something great and good in life. 

c)  What journey is being talked about here?      

         The journey of life is being talked about here. 

d) What does ‘destined end’ refer to?      

         ‘Destined end’ refers to goal of life. 
 

05.  But to act, that each tomorrow 

     Find us farther than today. 
 

a) What does the poet ask us to do? 

The poet asks us to act and to make our life better. 

b) What will make tomorrow better? 

Today’s hardwork will make tomorrow better. 

c) When should we act?                

         We should act today itself. 

d) What do these lines reveal about the mindset of the speaker?                                       
   The poet is optimistic about the fact that today’s work will certainly create a better  

tomorrow. 

 

06.   Art is long, and Time is fleeting.  
 

a)  What does ‘Art’ refer to? 

‘Art’ refers to knowledge. 

b)  What does ‘time’ refer to? 

‘Time’ refers to life. 

c)  What is the meaning of this line? 

Life is too short to acquire the vast knowledge. 

d)  Why is art supposed to be ‘long’?                 
Art is supposed to be long because learning is endless; We have a very little time left 

but we cannot learn everything within the short span. 

e)  Identify the figure of speech  employed here. 

Personification is the figure of speech employed here. 
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07.  Still, like muffled drums, are beating 

    Funeral marches to the grave. 
 

a)  What do muffled drums refer to? 

   Muffled drums refer to our hearts. 

b) What is the meaning of “muffled drums”? 

 ‘muffle’ means ‘to silence’(not easy to hear). In a music group, they play the drums and 

the drums are noisy. But our hearts are beating without noise. 

c) What are our hearts compared to? 

  Our hearts are beating like muffled drums. 

d) What does ‘the grave’ refer to?  

  ‘The grave’  refers to graveyard (death). 

e) What are beating like muffled drums?  

         ‘Our hearts’ are beating like muffled drums. 

  f)  Mention the figure of speech used in this line. 

     Simile is the figure of speech used in this line. 
 

08.    In the world’s broad field of battle, 

        In the bivouac of Life. 
 

a)  Explain ‘the bivouac of life’. (or)  What is meant by bivouac of life?  

 The ‘bivouac’ means a temporary camp made by soldiers. In the same way, our life is 

also short and temporary. 

b) Bring out the comparison in these lines. (or) What is the world compared to?  

 The world is compared to a battlefield and a man’s life in this world is compared to the    

bivouac. 

c)  What is life compared to?  

  Life is compared to battlefield. 

d) What figure of speech is used in the above lines? 

  Metaphor is the figure of speech used in the above lines. 

e)  Write out the words of  alliteration. 

   broad , battle and  bivouac are the words of alliteration. 
 

09.   Be not like dumb, driven catlle! 

       Be a hero in the strife! 
 

a) Who should not be dumb as driven cattle? 

Man should not be dumb as driven cattle. 

b) What is ‘the strife’ referred to here? 

The battle of life is referred to as the strife. 

c) What do you meant by ‘strife’?       
‘Strife’ means struggle. 

d) What does the poet expect us to be?      

The poet expects everyone of us to be a hero in the strife. 

d)  Mention the figure of speech used in this  first line. 

 Simile is the figure of speech used in this line. Inactive men are compared to cattle. 

f)  Write out the words in alliteration.  

The words in alliteration are dumb and driven.  

g)  What figure of speech is used in the second line? 

Personification is the figure of speech used in the line.  

 

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/

http://kalviamuthu.blogspot.com



 

  12th English                                                        Unit-1                                               Way to success 

 wtsteam100@gmail.com                                     - 16 -                                        www.waytosuccess.org  

 

 

10.  Let the dead Past bury its dead! 

       Act – act in the living Present! 

       Heart within, and God o’erhead! 
 

a) What does the poet say about the present? 

The poet says that the present is real. 

b) How should we act? 

We should act with complete involvement and with the guiding light of God. 
 

11.  Lives of great men all remind us 

       We can make our lives sublime, 
 

a) Who are great men? 

Those who have earned fame and name by doing great things in this world are great men. 

b) How do ‘great men’ help us? 

Great men help us to make our lives noble and glorious. 

c) What does ‘sublime’ mean here? 

‘Sublime’ means beauty. 
 

12.   And, departing, leave behind us 

        Foot-prints on the sands of time 
 

a) What does ‘departing’ mean here? 

‘Departing’ means death here. 

b) What does ‘foot-prints on the sands of time’ refer to? 

It refers to the great achievements we leave behind us. 

c) Who leaves the footprint?                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
The people who have achieved great things in life leave the footprint. 

 

13.   A forlorn and shipwrecked brother 

        Seeing, shall take heart again. 
 

a) Who is ‘the brother’ referred to here? 

A person who meets failures in life is the ‘brother’ referred to. 

b) How can he take heart again? 

By following the foot-prints left by great men, he can take heart again. 

c) What is the meaning of ‘take heart’?     

In spite of failures, we should have perseverance, indomitable spirit and hope to work hard.  
 

14.   Still achieving, still pursuing, 

        Learn to labor and to wait. 
 

a) What does the poet want us to do? 

The poet wants us to keep on following our goal. 

b) What is the significance of the last line? 

We should learn to toil and to persevere. 

c) Write out the words in alliteration in each of the above two lines. 

The words in alliteration are Learn  and labor 
  

15.  Trust no Future, howe’er pleasant! 

 Let the dead Past bury its dead!” 
 

a) What should be buried?                 
The dead past should be buried. 
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b) What is to be given importance?  

  Present is to be  given importance. 

c) Why should not we trust the future?  

      We should not trust the future because it is uncertain. 

 d) Identify the figure of speech  employed here. 

        Personification is the figure of speech employed here. 
 

16.  “Footprints on the sands of time  

         Sailing o’er  life’s solemn main” 
 

a) Who leaves footprints? 

 The great men leaves footprints.  

b) What figure of speech is used in the above lines?  

   The figure of speech is metaphor. 

c)  Write out the words in alliteration.  

               sailing and solemn are the words in alliteration. 

d) What is the meaning of ‘solemn main’? 

‘Solemn’ means ‘serious’. But here it means ‘dangerous’. ‘main’ means ‘sea’. So the 

meaning of ‘solemn main’ is ‘Life is like a dangerous sea’. 

 

EXPLAIN WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONTEXT (ERC) : 
 

01. Tell me not in mournful numbers 

       Life is but an empty dream.  
 

Given Line  :    Tell me not in mournful numbers 

                             Life is but an empty dream. 

Reference  :    Poem : A Psalm of Life 

      Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :   The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation    :   The  poet  informs the readers that life is not a dream. He does not want the 

readers to look at the life negatively. Life is meaningful and real. 

Comment :    The poem shows the poet’s definition of life. Life is not a dream, but it is real. 

 

02.  Life is real! Life is earnest! 

       And the grave is not its goal; 
 

Given Line :  Life is real! Life is earnest! 

                             And the grave is not its goal 

Reference : Poem : A Psalm of Life 

  Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context  :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :  The poet says that life is real and meaningful. The aim of life is not death. We 

must face life boldly and hopefully. 

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s definition of life. The poet is optimistic. He has  

hope in life. 

 

03.  Dust thou art, to dust returnest. 

       Was not spoken of the soul.  
 

Given Line :   Dust thou art, to dust returnest. 

                             Was not spoken of the soul. 
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Reference :   Poem : A Psalm of Life 

     Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :   The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation   :  According to the Bible,  man was created out of dust and after his death he   

returns to  dust. Thus dust is the  origin and end of human life. But the soul is 

eternal. So we should make our life meaningful. 

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s definition of life. A man dies but his spirit lives 

forever.  

 

04.  Not enjoyment and not sorrow, 

       Is our destined end or way. 
 

Given Line :  Not enjoyment and not sorrow, 

                             Is our destined end or way. 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     : The aim of our life is neither happiness nor sadness. To be happy or to be sad 

is not our destiny. But we should toil to better our life. 

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s noble view of life. We should not bother about 

joy or sorrow but achieve great things. 
 

05.   But to act, that each tomorrow 

       Find us farther than today. 
 

Given Line : But to act, that each tomorrow 

                             Find us farther than today. 

Reference : Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     : We should act today with the aim of making tomorrow better than today. It 

means that we should not postpone our actions. The word ‘farther’ means 

‘better’. 

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s hope for a bright future in our life. 
 

06.  And our hearts, though stout and brave, 

       Still, like muffled drums are beating 

       Funeral marches to the grave. 
 

Given Line :  And our hearts, though stout and brave, 

      Still, like muffled drums are beating 

                             Funeral marches to the grave. 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     : Our hearts are strong and powerful. They are compared to muffled drums, 

which are used in every funeral procession. It expresses the inevitability of 

death in life. 

Comment : The poem shows the poet’s definition of life. However strong and brave, we 

are all marching towards grave. 
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07.  In the world’s broad field of battle, 

       In the bivouac of Life, 
 

Given Line :  In the world’s broad field of battle, 

                             In the bivouac of Life, 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :   The poet compares the world to the battlefield because there is enmity among 

many people. He compares life with the temporary tent for soldiers because  

life is short.  

Comment : The poem shows the poet’s concept of life. We must struggle to achieve 

success in life. 
 

08.  Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 

       Be a hero in the strife! 
 

Given Line :  Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 

                             Be a hero in the strife! 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :  The poet  commands the readers not to follow anything blindly like  the cattle 

that are dumb driven. The cattle behave like slaves. He urges the readers to be 

heroic in every struggle. 

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s noble idea of life. 
 

09.  Trust no Future, howe’er pleasant! 

       Let the dead Past bury its dead!  
 

Given Line :  Trust no Future, howe’er pleasant! 

                             Let the dead Past bury its dead! 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :  There is no use in trusting the future, even it is pleasant. Future is uncertain. 

At the same time, we should forget our past since it cannot be changed.  

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s view of life as full of action and achievement. 
 

10.   Act, - act in the living present! 

        Heart within, and God o’er head! 
 

           Given Line : Act, - act in the living present! 

                                         Heart within, and God o’er head! 

Reference : Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon 

 Explanation    :  The poet advises the readers not to trust future. He asks the reader to forget 

the past. He asks us to act in the living present time. He also insists that we 

should focus on the present with confidence and the thought that God is 

above our head.  

Comment         :  Present is the present(gift) presented(given to us) by God. 
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11.   And, departing, leave behind us 

       Footprints on the sands of time;  
 

Given Line :  And, departing, leave behind us 

                            Footprints on the sands of time; 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :  We must toil and achieve great things. This can be immortal, though we are 

mortal.It can be useful to the following generation ‘on the sands of time’. 

Comment :  The poem shows the poet’s view of life as a continuous flow. The past has 

guided us and we must guide the future. 
 

12.  A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

       Seeing, shall take heart again. 
 

Given Line :  A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

                             Seeing, shall take heart again. 

Reference :  Poem : A Psalm of Life 

    Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context  :  The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :  Lives of great men can motivate everyone. Even the man who has become 

very sad due to shipwreck can lift his morale by following the principles of 

great men.   

Comment :  The poet believes that one generation of great men will guide the future 

generations of young men and women.  
 

13.  Still achieving, still pursuing, 

       Learn to labor and to wait.  
 

Given Line :   Still achieving, still pursuing, 

                             Learn to labor and to wait. 

Reference :   Poem : A Psalm of Life 

     Poet   : H.W. Longfellow 
Context :   The poem is a vivid analysis of life. It is like a sermon. 

Explanation     :  The poet wants his readers to continue achievements and  to search for 

betterment. He urges the readers to learn the importance of hard work and 

patience.  

Comment :   The poem shows the poet’s definition of life - - - life should be full of action 

to achieve noble aims. 

 

 

PARAGRAPH : 
 

Bring out the message of the poem “A Psalm of life”. / In the poem, “A Psalm of Life” what do 

the lives of men teach us? / What is  H.W.Longfellow’s  philosophy of work? / What is the advice 

given by the poet “H.W.Longfellow”? 
 

Poem   : A Psalm of Life 

Poet     : H.W.Longfellow 

Theme : Life is to live 
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 In this poem, the poet expresses confidence and hope in life. It gives us  a great deal of advice. It 

tells the readers not to waste their time but to be up and doing. Failure, for instance, is only 

temporary. This poem reflects the idea. 

A man can be defeated but not destroyed. 

 The poet advises the readers not to be discouraged by failures but to have a heart for any fate. We 

should not judge life by temporary standards but to look for the external reward.The poet underlines 

the need for optimism. Life is real and death is not the final goal of life because only the body dies 

but the spirit lives forever. 

Life is real!, Life is earnest! 

And the grave is not its goal. 

 Human soul is deathless. Pain and pleasure are not ends of life. The earth is like a battlefield. Our 

life is compared to a brief stay in a camp. We should not live here like dumb driven cattle. We 

should stand up and fight like heroes. 

Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 

Be a hero in the strife! 

 We should not grieve over the past because it is dead. Future is uncertain. Only present time is real. 

So we should act at present with a strong will and faith in God. We have to follow great men’s 

footsteps. Their lives teach us. We can make our lives noble and great. Keeping this in mind, we 

should. 

Learn to labour and to wait. 

 

Moral of the poem 

 

“One can taste success through hardwork and patience” 
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Supplementary Reader – 1  

THE SELFISH GIANT  
(Raeykhd G+jk;)  
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) 

 
 
 

 

Oscar Wilde, the brilliant wit and playwright, 

was born in Dublin in 1854. At Oxford he 

shocked his teachers and fellow students with 

his avant garde philosophy, irreverent quips and 

his flamboyant clothing. Apart from essays and 

novels, he wrote a string of successful plays 

such as, “The Importance of being Earnest”, as 

well as a number of short stories such as, “The 

Happy Prince”, which began as bed time tales 

for his children. 

M];fhu; ity;L Ez;zwpTkpf;f eifr;Rit ehlf 
vOj;jhsu;. 1854y; lg;spd; efupy; gpwe;jtu;. Mf;];Nghu;L 
gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; mtuJ Gjpa jj;Jtk;> 
eifr;RitNahL$ba fpz;ly;fs; gfl;lhd MilfshYk; 
,tUila Mrpupau;fisAk; cld;gapYk; khztu;fisAk; 
mjpur;nra;jtu;.  fl;Liufs; fijfs; vOJtNjhL “The 

Importance of being Earnest” Nghd;w ntw;wpfukhd rpy 
ehlfj;njhlu;fisAk; vOjpAs;shu;. mNjhL “The Happy 

Prince” Nghd;w Vuhskhd rpWfijfisAk; vOjpAs;shu;. 
,J jdJ Foe;ijfSf;F ,uT J}q;fg;NghFk; Kd; 
nrhy;Yk; fijfs; Nghd;W Jtq;Fk; fijfshFk;. 

Every afternoon, as they were coming from 

school, the children used to go and play in the 

Giant’s garden. 

xt;nthU ehs; gpw;gfypYk;> gs;spf;Foe;ijfs; 
gs;spapypUe;J jpUk;Gk;NghJ G+jj;jpd; Njhl;lj;jpy; 
tpisahLtJ tof;fk;. 

It was a large lovely garden, with soft green 

grass. Here and there over the grass stood 

beautiful flowers like stars, and there were 

twelve peach-trees that in the spring-time 

broke out into delicate blossoms of pink and 

pearl, and in the autumn bore rich fruit. The 

birds sat on the trees and sang so sweetly that 

the children used to stop their games in order to 

listen to them. “How happy we are here!” they 

cried to each other. 

mJ nkd;ikahd gRk;Gw;fs; nfhz;l xU nghpa> 
mofhd Njhl;lk;. Gy;ntspapy; Mq;fhq;F tpz;kPd;fs; 
Nghd;w mofhd G+f;fs; fhzg;gl;ld. mq;Nf gd;dpuz;L 
gPr; kuq;fs; ,Ue;jd. mit tre;j fhyj;jpy; 
,sQ;rptg;ghfTk;> Kj;Jf;fisg; Nghd;w nkd;ikahd 
kyh;fSlDk; fhl;rpaspj;jd. NkYk; ,iyAjph;fhyj;jpy; 
fdpfs; epiwe;J fhzg;gl;ld. me;j kuq;fspy; gwitfs; 
mkh;e;J> ,dpikahfg; ghLk;. rpWth;fs; tof;fkhf 
tpisahLtij epWj;jptpl;L mg;ghliy Nfl;L kfpo;e;jdh;. 
“ehk; vt;tsT kfpo;r;rpahf ,Uf;fpNwhk;” vd;W mth;fs; 
xUtUf;nfhUth; $wpdhh;fs;. 

One day the Giant came back. He had been to 

visit his friend the Cornish ogre, and had 

stayed with him for seven years. After the seven 

years were over he had said all that he had to 

say, for his conversation was limited, and he 

determined to return to his own castle. When he 

arrived he saw the children playing in the 

garden. “What are you doing here?” he cried in 

a very gruff voice, and the children ran away. 

xUehs; me;j G+jk; jpUk;gp te;jJ. mJ mjd; 
ez;gd; fhu;dp\; Mfu;-Ir; re;jpf;fr; nrd;wpUe;jJ. VO 
tUlq;fs; mtDila ez;gDld; jq;fpapUe;jJ. VO 
tUlq;fSf;Fg; gpwF ez;ghplk; tpilngw;W> Ngr 
Ntz;baijg;Ngrp Kbj;Jtpl;L> mJ jd; nrhe;jf; 
Nfhl;ilf;F jpUk;Gtjw;F KbT nra;jJ. mJ jpUk;gp 
te;j nghOJ> rpWth;fs; Njhl;lj;jpy; 
tpisahbf;nfhz;L ,Ug;gijg; ghh;j;jJ. ,q;Nf vd;d 
nra;J nfhz;bUf;fpwPh;fs;? vd;W G+jk; Kul;Lf;Fuypy; 
fj;jpaJ. mjdhy; Foe;ijfs; Xbg;Ngha; tpl;lhh;fs;. 

“My own garden is my own garden,” said the 

Giant, “any one can understand that, and I will 

allow nobody to play in it but myself,” So he built 

a high wall all round it, and put up a notice board. 

TRESPASSERS will be PROSECUTED  

He was a very selfish Giant. 

“,e;jj; Njhl;lk; vdf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd Njhl;lk;” 
vd;W G+jk; $wpaJ. “vd;idj;jtpu ahiuAk; ,q;F 
tpisahl mDkjpf;f khl;Nld; vd;gJ vy;yhUf;Fk; 
njupAk;>” vd;W $wpaJ. MfNt Njhl;lj;ijr;Rw;wp nghpa 
Rth; xd;iw vOg;gp> xU tpsk;gug; gyifia itj;jJ. 
“mj;JkPwp Eiogth;fs; jz;bf;fg;gLthh;fs;” mJ kpfTk; 
jd;dykpf;f xU G+jkhFk;. 

The poor children had now nowhere to play. They 

tried to play on the road, but the road was very dusty 

and full of hard stones, and they did not like it.  

me;j Vior;rpWth;fs; tpisahl NtW ,lk; ,y;iy. 
mth;fs; rhiyfspy; tpisahl Kad;wdh;. Mdhy; 
rhiy> J}rpfSk;> fbdkhd fw;fSk; nfhz;ljhf 
,Ue;jJ. mJ mth;fSf;Fg; gpbf;ftpy;iy.  
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They used to wander round the high walls when 

their lessons were over, and talk about the 

beautiful garden inside. “How happy we were 

there,” they said to each other. 

mth;fs; gs;spg;ghlq;fs; Kbe;jTld; me;j caukhd 
Rtiur; Rw;wptUtijAk;> mjd; cs;Ns ,Uf;Fk; 
mofhd Njhl;lj;ijg;gw;wpAk; NgRtij tof;fkhff; 
nfhz;bUe;jdu;. “mq;Nf ehk; vt;tsT kfpo;r;rpahf 
,Ue;Njhk;” vd;W xUnthUf;nfhUth; $wpf;nfhz;ldh;. 

Then the Spring came, and all over the country 

there were little blossoms and little birds. Only 

in the garden of the Selfish Giant it was still 

winter. The birds did not care to sing in it as 

there were no children, and the trees forgot to 

blossom. Once a beautiful flower put its head 

out from the grass, but when it saw the notice 

board it was so sorry for the children that it 

slipped back into the ground again, and went off 

to sleep. The only people who were pleased 

were the Snow and the Frost. “Spring has 

forgotten this garden,” they cried, “so we will 

live here all the year round.” The Snow covered 

up the grass with her great white cloak, and the 

Frost painted all the trees silver. Then they 

invited the North Wind to stay with them, and 

he came. He was wrapped in furs, and he roared 

all day about the garden, and blew the chimney 

pots down. “This is a delightful spot,” he said, 

“we must ask the Hail on a visit.” So the Hail 

came. Every day for three hours he rattled on 

the roof of the castle till he broke most of the 

slates, and then he ran round and round the 

garden as fast as he could go. He was dressed in 

grey, and his breath was like ice. 

mLj;J tre;j fhyk; te;jJ. me;j fpuhkk; KOtJk; 
rpwpa G+f;fSk;> rpwpa gwitfSk; fhzg;gl;ld. Mdhy; 
Raeyk; kpf;f me;j G+jj;jpd; Njhl;lj;jpy; kl;Lk; ,d;Dk; 
Fsph;fhykhf ,Ue;jJ. me;jj; Njhl;lj;jpy; Foe;ijfs; 
,y;yhjjhy; mq;F gwitfs; ghl tpUk;gtpy;iy. kuq;fs; 
G+f;fs; G+f;f kwe;jd. xUKiw xU mofpa G+> 
Gy;ypypUe;J mjDila jiyia ntspNa ePl;bg;ghh;j;jJ. 
Mdhy; mJ mwptpg;Gg; gyifiag; ghh;j;j cld; 
Foe;ijfis epidj;J tUj;jg;gl;L> kz;Zf;Fs; jd; 
jiyia ,Oj;Jf;nfhz;L cwq;fr; nrd;Wtpl;lJ. me;j 
,lj;ij tpUk;gp ,Ue;jth;fs; ,Uth; kl;Lk;. xd;W gdp. 
kw;nwhd;W ciw gdp. “tre;j fhyk; ,e;j Njhl;lj;ij 
kwe;J tpl;lJ vdNt ehq;fs; tUlk; KOtJk; ,q;F 
FbapUg;Nghk;” vd;W mit $wpf;nfhz;ld. gdpahdJ 
mtSila nts;is Milapy; Gy;ntspia %bapUe;jJ. 
ciwgdp kuq;fSf;F nts;sp tz;zk; G+rpapUe;jJ. 
gpd;dh; mit tlf;F fhw;iw mioj;jd. mJTk; mq;F 
te;J jq;fpf; nfhz;lJ. mJ fk;gsp Mil mzpe;jpUe;jJ. 
mq;F gfy; KOtJk; Njhl;lj;jpy; cWkpf; nfhz;bUe;jJ. 
mj;Jld; Giff;$z;Lfis js;sp tpl;lJ. “,J kpfTk; 
mUikahd ,lk;” vd;W mJ $wpaJ. “NkYk; ,q;Nf 
Myq;fl;bfisAk; tutiog;Nghk;” vd;wJ. vdNt 
Myq;fl;b mq;Nf te;jJ. xt;nthU ehSk; %d;W 
kzpNeuk; Myq;fl;b Nfhl;ilapd; $iuapy; tpOe;J> gy 
gyiffis cilj;jJ. mJ Njhl;lj;ij Rw;wpr;Rw;wp 
Ntfkhf XbaJ. mJ rhk;gy; epw cil mzpe;jpUe;jJ. 
mjDila %r;R gdpf;fl;b Nghd;W Fspuhf ,Ue;jJ. 

“I cannot understand why the Spring is so late in 

coming,” said the Selfish Giant, as he sat at the 

window and looked out at his cold white garden, 

“I hope there will be a change in the weather.” 

jd;dykpf;f me;j G+jk; jdJ tPl;bd; rd;dy; mUNf mkh;e;J> 
jd;Dila Fsph;e;j> nts;is epwkhd Njhl;lj;ijg; 
ghh;j;Jf;nfhz;Nl $wpaJ> “Vd; vd;Dila Njhl;lj;jpw;F kl;Lk; 
,d;Dk; tre;j fhyk; tutpy;iy vd vdf;Fg; Ghpatpy;iy> 
tpiutpy; gUtepiy khWk; vd ek;GfpNwd;” vdf;$wpaJ. 

But the ‘Spring’ never came, nor the ‘Summer’. 

The Autumn gave golden fruit to every garden, but 

to the Giant’s garden she gave none, “He is too 

selfish,” she said. So it was always Winter there, 

and the North Wind, and the Hail, and the Frost, 

and the Snow danced about through the trees. 

Mdhy; mq;Nf tre;j fhyKk; tutpy;iy> Nfhilf;fhyKk; 
tutpy;iy. ,iyAjph;fhyk; vy;yhj; Njhl;lq;fspYk; jq;f 
epwkhd fdpfisf; nfhLj;jJ. Mdhy; G+jj;jpd; Njhl;lj;jpy; 
vJTkpy;iy. “mJ kpfTk; jd;dykpf;f G+jk;” vd;W 
,iyAjph;fhyk; $wpaJ. mq;F ,d;Dk; Fsph;fhyNk 
,Ue;jJ. tlf;Ff;fhw;W> Myq;fl;b> ciwgdp> gdp 
Mfpait kuq;fspd; Clhf eldk; Mbf;nfhz;L ,Ue;jd. 

One morning the Giant was lying awake in bed when 

he heard some lovely music. It sounded so sweet to 

his ears that he thought it must be the King’s 

musicians passing by. It was really only a little linnet 

singing outside the window, but it was so long since 

he had heard a bird sing in his garden that it seemed to 

him to be the most melodious music in the world. 

Then the Hail stopped dancing over his head, and the 

North Wind ceased roaring, and a delicious perfume 

came to him through the open casement. “I believe the 

Spring has come at last,” said the Giant, and he 

jumped out of bed and looked out. 

xUehs; fhiy G+jk; gLf;ifapy; gLj;jthNw 
tpopj;Jf;nfhz;bUe;jNghJ xU ,dpa ,ir Nfl;lJ. me;j 
,ir ,dpikahf ,Ue;jjhy;> murdpd; ,irf;FOtpdh; 
fle;J nry;fpwhh;fs; vd G+jk; epidj;jJ. Mdhy; 
cz;ikahf mJ rpwpa ypd;dl; gwit [d;dypy; mkh;e;J 
ghbf;nfhz;L ,Ue;j XirahFk;. Mdhy; G+jk; ,j;jifa 
gwitapd; ghliy jd; Njhl;lj;jpy; Nfl;L ePz;l fhyk; 
Mfptpl;ljhy; mjDila fhjpw;F cyfpd; kpfr; rpwe;j 
nky;ypirahfj; Njhd;wpaJ. gpwF mjd; jiyf;F NkNy 
Myq;fl;b tpOtJ epd;W tpl;lJ. tlf;Ff;fhw;W cWkp 
,iuAk; rj;jk; epd;Wtpl;lJ. jpwe;j rd;dypd; topNa 
,dpa kzk; tPrpaJ. “filrpapy; tre;j fhyk; 
te;Jtpl;lJ vd ehd; ek;GfpNwd;” vdf;$wp> G+jk; 
gLf;ifia tpl;Lj; Js;sp vOe;J> ntspNa ghh;j;jJ. 
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What did he see? 

He saw a most wonderful sight. Through a little hole 

in the wall the children had crept in, and they were 

sitting in the branches of the trees. In every tree that 

he could see there was a little child. And the trees 

were so glad to have the children back again that 

they had covered themselves with blossoms, and 

were waving their arms gently above the children’s 

heads. The birds were flying about and twittering 

with delight, and the flowers were looking up 

through the green grass and laughing. It was a lovely 

scene, only in one corner it was still winter. 

mq;F mJ vd;d ghh;j;jJ? 
mJ kpf mw;Gjkhd fhl;rp xd;iwg; ghh;j;jJ. rpWth;fs; 
Rthpd; xU rpwpa Xl;il topNa Ch;e;J te;J cs;Ns 
Eioe;J> kuf;fpisfspy; mkh;e;J nfhz;L ,Ue;jhh;fs;. 
xt;nthU kuj;jpYk; xU rpWtidg; ghh;f;f Kbe;jJ. 
rpWth;fs; jpUk;gp te;jjhy; kuq;fs; kfpo;r;rpaile;J 
epiwa G+f;fisg; G+j;J jq;fis %bf;nfhz;bUe;jd. 
rpWth;fspd; jiyf;F Nkyhf jq;fs; fpisfis 
mirj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jd. gwitfs; gwe;Jnfhz;Lk;> 
kfpo;r;rpAld; xyp vOg;;gpf;nfhz;Lk; fhzg;gl;ld. 
kyh;fs; Gy;ntspfspypUe;J ntspg;gl;L kfpo;r;rpapy; 
rphpj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jd. mJ xU mofpa fhl;rp. Mdhy; 
xU %iyapy; kl;Lk; ,d;Dk; Fsph;fhykhf ,Ue;jJ.  

It was the farthest corner of the garden, and in it 

was standing a little boy. He was so small that he 

could not reach up to the branches of the tree, and 

he was wandering all round it, crying bitterly. The 

poor tree was still quite covered with frost and 

snow, and the North Wind was blowing and 

roaring above it. “Climb up! Little boy,” said the 

Tree, and it bent its branches down as low as it 

could, but the boy was too tiny. 

mJ Njhl;lj;jpd; njhiytpy; cs;s xU %iy. mq;Nf 
xU rpWtd; epd;W nfhz;bUe;jhd;. mtd; kpfTk; 
rpwpatdhf cs;sjhy; kuj;jpd; fpisfspy; Vw 
Kbatpy;iy. mtd; mOJ nfhz;L kuj;ij 
Rw;wpf;nfhz;bUe;jhd;. me;jg; ghpjhgkhd kuk; kl;Lk; 
gdpahYk;> ciwgdpahYk; %lg;gl;bUe;jJ. me;j 
kuj;jpd; NkNy tlf;Ff;fhw;W tPrpf;nfhz;bUe;jJ. 
“rpWtNd kuj;jpy; VW” vd;W kuk; $wpaJ. NkYk; me;j 
kuk; Kbe;j msT mjd; fpisfisj; jho;j;jpaJ. 
Mdhy; me;jr; rpWtd; kpfTk; rpwpatdhf ,Ue;jhd;. 

And the Giant’s heart melted as he looked out. 

“How selfish I have been!” he said, “now I 

know why the Spring would not come here. I 

will put that poor little boy on the top of the 

tree, and then I will knock down the wall, and 

my garden shall be the children’s playground 

for ever and ever.” He was really very sorry for 

what he had done. 

,ijg;ghh;j;jTld; G+jj;jpd; kdk; ,sfpaJ. “ehd; 
vt;tsT Raeyj;Jld; ,Ue;jpUf;fpNwd;. tre;j fhyk; 
tuhky; ,Ue;jjw;fhd fhuzk; ,g;NghJjhd; vdf;Fg; 
GhpfpwJ. ehd; me;jr; rpWtidj; J}f;fp kuj;jpd; 
cr;rpapy; mkh;j;jg; NghfpNwd;. Rtiu ,bj;Jj; 
js;sg;NghfpNwd;. vdJ Njhl;lk; rpWth;fspd; 
tpisahl;L ikjhdkhf vg;nghOJk; ,Uf;Fk;” vd;W 
$wpaJ. jhd; nra;j nraYf;fhf cz;ikapy; kpfTk; 
tUe;jpaJ. 

So he crept downstairs and opened the front door 

quite softly, and went out into the garden. But 

when the children saw him they were so 

frightened that they all ran away, and the garden 

became winter again. Only the little boy did not 

run, for his eyes were so full of tears that he did 

not see the Giant coming. And the Giant stole up 

behind him and took him gently in his hand, and 

put him up into the tree. And the tree broke at 

once into blossom, and the birds came and sang on 

it, and the little boy stretched out his two arms and 

flung them round the Giant’s neck, and kissed 

him. And the other children, when they saw that 

the Giant was not wicked any longer, came 

running back, and with them came the Spring. 

vdNt G+jk; nkJthff; fPNo ,wq;fp te;J> 
thapw;fjit nkJthfj; jpwe;jJ. Njhl;lj;jpw;Fs; 
nrd;wJ. G+jj;ij ghh;j;jTld; rpWth;fs; gae;J 
Xbtpl;ldh;. clNd Njhl;lj;jpw;Fs; Fsph;fhyk; Eioe;J 
tpl;lJ. Mdhy; me;jr; rpWtd; kl;Lk; Xltpy;iy. 
mtdJ fz;fs; fz;zPuhy; epiwe;jjhy; G+jk; tUtij 
mtdhy; fhzKbatpy;iy. G+jk; nkJthf mtdJ 
gpd;Gwk; ele;J nrd;wJ. nkJthf mtidj; J}f;fpf; 
fpisapy; cl;fhu itj;jJ. clNd me;j kuj;jpy; 
G+f;fs; G+j;Jf;FYq;fpd. gwitfs; Xb te;J ghl 
Muk;gpj;jd. me;jr; rpWtd; jdJ ,U iffisAk; ePl;b 
G+jj;jpd; fOj;ijf; fl;bg; gpbj;Jf; nfhz;L 
Kj;jkpl;lhd;. kw;w rpWth;fSk; G+jk; ,dp nfl;ltdhf 
,Uf;fhJ vd;gijg; Ghpe;J nfhz;L Xb te;jdh;. 
mth;fNshL Nru;e;J tre;jfhyKk; te;Jtpl;lJ.  

“It is your garden now, little children,” said the 

Giant, and he took a great axe and knocked 

down the wall. And when the people were going 

to market at twelve o’clock they found the 

Giant playing with the children in the most 

beautiful garden they had ever seen. 

G+jk; jd;Dila nghpa Nfhlhhpia vLj;J te;J Rtiu 
,bj;Jj; js;spaJ. “rpWth;fNs! ,dp ,J cq;fs; 
Njhl;lk;” vd;wJ. gd;dpnuz;L kzpastpy; re;ijf;Fr; 
nry;Yk; kf;fs; jhq;fs; ,Jtiu ghu;j;jpuhj mofhd 
Njhl;lj;jpy; G+jk; rpWth;fSld; tpisahbf; 
nfhz;bUg;gijg; ghh;j;jhh;fs;.  

All day long they played, and in the evening 

they came to the Giant to bid him good-bye. 
mth;fs; gfy; KOtJk; tpisahbdhh;fs; khiy 
Neuj;jpy; G+jj;jplk; tpilngw;Wr; nrd;whh;fs; 
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“But where is your little companion?” he said, 

“the boy I put into the tree.” The Giant loved 

him the best because he had kissed him. 

ehd; xU rpWtid kuj;jpy; Vw;wptpl;lNd> me;jr; 
rpWtd; vq;Nf? vd;W G+jk; mth;fsplk; Nfl;lJ. mtd; 
G+jj;jpw;F Kj;jkpl;bUe;jjhy; G+jj;jpw;F mtid kpfTk; 
gpbj;Jtpl;lJ. 

“We don’t know,” answered the children, “he 

has gone away.” 

vq;fSf;Fj; njhpahJ vd;W rpWth;fs; gjpy; 
nrhy;yptpl;Lr; nrd;Wtpl;lhh;fs;. 

“You must tell him to be sure and come here 

tomorrow,” said the Giant. But the children said 

that they did not know where he lived, and had 

never seen him before; and the Giant felt very 

sad. 

“ePq;fs; ehisf;F mr;rpWtid fz;bg;ghf 
tur;nrhy;Yq;fs;” vd;W G+jk; mth;fsplk; $wpaJ. 
Mdhy; mtd; vq;Nf trpf;fpwhd; vd;W njhpahJ> 
jhq;fs; ,jw;F Kd; ghh;j;jJ ,y;iy vd;Wk; rpWth;fs; 
$wptpl;ldh;. mjdhy; G+jk; kpfTk; ftiyaile;jJ. 

Every afternoon, when school was over, the 

children came and played with the Giant. But 

the little boy whom the Giant loved was never 

seen again. The Giant was very kind to all the 

children, yet he longed for his first little friend; 

and often spoke of him. “How I would like to 

see him!” he used to say. 

xt;nthU ehs; gpw;gfypYk; gs;sp Kbe;jTld; rpWth;fs; 
mq;F te;J G+jj;Jld; tpisahbdhh;fs;. Mdhy; G+jk; 
mjpfkhf Nerpj;j me;jr; rpWtd; kl;Lk; tuNt ,y;iy. 
G+jk; vy;yhr; rpWth;fsplKk; md;ghf ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; 
G+jk; me;j Kjy; rpwpa ez;gidg; ghh;f;f Vq;fpaJ. 
mtidg; gw;wp NgrpaJ. “mtidg; ghh;j;jhy; vt;tsT 
ed;whf ,Uf;Fk;” vd;W G+jk; tof;fkhff; $wpf; 
nfhz;bUe;jJ. 

Years went over, and the Giant grew very old 

and feeble. He could not play about any more, 

so he sat in a huge armchair, and watched the 

children at their games, and admired his garden. 

“I have many beautiful flowers,” he said, “but 

the children are the most beautiful flowers of 

all.” 

gy Mz;Lfs; fle;jd. G+jk; KJik mile;J> 
gytPdk; MdJ. mjdhy; Kd;Nghy; tpisahl 
Kbatpy;iy. G+jk; jdJ ehw;fhypapy; mkh;e;Jnfhz;L 
rpWth;fs; tpisahLtijg; ghh;j;J kfpo;e;J nfhz;Lk; 
jdJ Njhl;lj;ijg; Gfo;e;Jnfhz;Lk; ,Ue;jJ. 
“vd;dplk; mofpa kyh;fs; epiwa cs;sd. Mdhy; 
midj;jpYk; rpwe;j kyh;fs; Foe;ijfs;jhd;” vd;W 
G+jk; $wpaJ. 

One winter morning he looked out of his 

window as he was dressing. He did not hate the 

Winter now, for he knew that it was merely the 

Spring asleep, and that the flowers were resting. 

xU Fsph;fhy fhiyNeuk;. G+jk; cil cLj;jpf;nfhz;L 
rd;dy; topahf vl;bg;ghh;j;jJ. ,g;NghJ mJ 
Fsph;fhyj;ij ntWg;gjpy;iy. Fsph;fhyk; vd;gJ tre;j 
fhyj;jpd; cwf;fk;. kyh;fs; Xa;ntLf;Fk; fhyk; vd;gJ 
G+jj;jpw;Fj; njhpe;jJ. 

Suddenly he rubbed his eyes in wonder, and 

looked and looked. It certainly was a marvelous 

sight. In the farthest corner of the garden was a 

tree quite covered with lovely white blossoms. 

Its branches were all golden, and silver fruit 

hung down from them, and underneath it stood 

the little boy he had loved. 

jpBnud;W jdJ fz;fisj; Nja;j;Jf;nfhz;L ghh;j;jJ. 
epr;rakhf mJ xU mw;Gjkhd fhl;rp. Njhl;lj;jpy; 
J}ukhd %iyapy; xU kuk; kl;Lk; G+f;fSld; 
fhzg;gl;lJ. nts;is epwg;G+f;fshy; kuk; %bapUe;jJ. 
mjd; fpisfs; jq;f epwj;jpy; ,Ue;jd. nts;sp 
epwj;jpy; goq;fs; njhq;fpf; nfhz;L ,Ue;jd. mjd; 
fPo;jhd; G+jk; kpfTk; Nerpj;jpUe;j me;jr; rpWtd; 
epd;Wnfhz;L ,Ue;jhd;. 

Downstairs ran the Giant in great joy, and out 

into the garden. He hastened across the grass, 

and came near to the child. And when he came 

quite close his face grew red with anger, and he 

said, “Who hath dared to wound thee?” For on 

the palms of the child’s hands were the prints of 

two nails, and the prints of two nails were on 

the little feet. 

G+jk; gbapwq;fp XbaJ. kfpo;r;rpAld; 
Njhl;lj;jpw;Fs; nrd;wJ. Gy;ntspfis tpiue;J jhz;b> 
rpWtdpd; mUfpy; nrd;wJ. rpWtdpd; mUfpy; nrd;wJk; 
mjd; Kfk; Nfhgj;jhy; rpte;jJ. “ahh; ,t;tsT 
Jzpr;ryhf cdf;Ff; fhaj;ij Vw;gLj;jpaJ? ” vdf; 
Nfl;lJ. me;j rpWtdpd; cs;sq;ifapy; ,uz;L 
efq;fs; gjpe;jpUe;jJ. mtDila rpwpa ghjq;fspYk; 
efq;fspd; fhak; ,Ue;jJ. 

“Who hath dared to wound thee?” cried the 

Giant, “tell me, that I may take my big sword 

and slay him.” 

“Nay!” answered the child, “but these are the 

wounds of Love.” 

“Who art thou?” said the Giant, and a strange 

awe fell on him, and he knelt before the little 

child. 

“ahh; cd;id Jzpe;J fhag;gLj;jpaJ? nrhy;. vdJ 
nghpa thshy; mtidf; nfhd;W tpLfpNwd;.” vd;W 
G+jk; Nfl;lJ. 
“,y;iy. ,it md;gpd; fhaq;fs;” vd;W me;jr; rpWtd; 
$wpdhd;.  
“eP ahh;?” vd;W G+jk; Nfl;lJ. xUtpj mr;rKk;> 
khpahijAk; G+jj;jplk; te;jJ. rpWtd; Kd; G+jk; 
kz;bapl;lJ. 
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And the child smiled on the Giant, and said to 

him, “You let me play once in your garden, 

today you shall come with me to my garden, 

which is Paradise.” 

And when the children ran in that afternoon, 

they found the Giant lying dead under the tree, 

all covered with white blossoms. 

rpWtd; G+jj;ijg; ghh;j;Jr; rphpj;jhd;. “eP 
xUKiw vdf;F cdJ Njhl;lj;jpy; tpisahl mDkjp 
nfhLj;jha;. ,d;W eP vd;Dld; vdJ Njhl;lj;jpw;F th. 
mJ nrhh;f;fk;” vd;whd; rpWtd;. 
md;W gpw;gfy; rpWth;fs; Njhl;lj;jpw;Fs; 
tpisahLtjw;F Xb te;jhh;fs;. kuj;jpd; fPNo G+jk; 
,we;J fplg;gij mth;fs; ghh;j;jhh;fs;. me;j G+jj;jpd; 
cly; KOtJk; ntz;ikahd kyh;fshy; 
%lg;gl;bUe;jJ. 

 
1. Choose the best Answer: 
 

Complete the following sentences choosing the correct answer from the options given below 
1. There were …….. on the child’s palm and feet, that angered the Giant. 

 a) precious jewels b) colourful designs c) prints of two nails d) costly gems 
 

2.  The children entered the Giant’s garden through…………...                            

 a) the rear gate    b) the main gate  c) the middle gate d) the little hole in the wall 
 

3. The Giant stayed with his friend for…………….                        

 a) ten years  b) seven months   c) seven years   d) two years 
 

4. Autumn did not give any ………… to the Giant’s garden.                                                       

 a) flowers  b) snow   c) fruits  d) birds 
 

5. The Giant’s final journey was to………                                            

 a) paradise  b) his friend’s place c) king’s palace  d) his garden 
 

6. The children visited the Giant’s garden…………..                                                                    

 a) every day  b) every week  c) once a month  d) on Sundays 
 

7. The Giant died when he……….                                                                                 

 a) became old and feeble    b) was young c) was middle-aged d) became sick 
 

8. The Selfish Giant longed for…………..                                                                  

 a) Spring   b) Hail    c) North Wind  d) the little Child 
 

9. The twelve peach trees broke out into delicate blossoms of…….                                             

 a) pink and pearl b) blue and pearl c) black and blue d) pink and white 
 

10. The poor children had…………to play. 

 a) many places  b) no place   c) a few places  d) a playground 
 

11. The boy answered that those were the wounds of………..                                                     

 a) love   b) hatred   c) kindness   d) jealously 
 

12. The only people who were pleased to stay in the Giant’s garden were ______ . 

        a) the snow and the frost  b) spring   c)  Giant’s friends   d) Giant’s relatives 
 

 

13. The Giant heard a _____ singing outside the window. 

        a) skylark  b) linnet    c) cukoo  d) parrot  
 

 

14. The Giant visited his friend ______ . 

 a) Oscar  b) John    c) Whitman  d) Cornish Ogre 
 

15. There were ______ in the Giant’s garden. 

 a) 11 banyan trees b)   12 peach trees c) 10 carob trees d) 5 neem trees  
 

16. The Giant lay dead covered with ________ . 

 a)  red blossoms  b) rose blossoms   c) white blossoms d) pink blossoms 
 

17.  The Giant built a huge wall around _____ . 

 a) the garden  b)  the bungalow   c) the church    d)  the school 
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18. The autumn gave no _____  in his garden. 

 a) vegetables  b)   fruits   c) happiness  d) sorrow  
 

19. The Giant understood that the little boy was _____. 

 a) his son  b)  his teacher    c) his brother  d) Child Jesus/Jesus Christ 
 

20. The little boy said that the prints of nails were the ____  

 a)  wounds of hatred b)   wounds of love. c) wounds of anger d) wounds of hatred 
 

21. The tree in the farthest corner of the garden was covered with ____ blossoms. 

 a) white  b) pink     c) black   d) brown 

22 . According to the Giant, the children are the most beautiful _____                                   

 a) flowers       b) angles         c) stars   d) gems 
 

23.   The North Wind blew down the _____                                                                               

 a) roof sheets   b) chimney pots c) slates   d) attic 

24.  It sounded so sweet to his ears that he thought it must be the _________  passing by. 

 a) Linnet’s music    b) Sweet music    c) Children’s music     d) King’s musicians 
25. When the people are going to market at _______ they found the Giant playing with the children. 

 a) tweleve o’clock  b) eight o’clock  c) eleven o’clock  d) four o’clock 

26.  The children visited the Giant’s garden___________                                                                      

 a) every afternoon b) every night  c) every morning d) every evening 
 

27.  The giant took the great axe and knocked down the________ 

 a) bridge  b) tree   c) castle  d) wall  

28.  The Hail was dressed in _____ and his breath was like ice. 

 a) grey   b) black   c) white   d) green 

29. When the children ran in that ______ they found the Giant lying dead under the tree. 

 a) evening   b) afternoon  c) morning   d) twilight  

30. The giant put up a ________ 

 a) plant   b) flex   c) notice board  d) advertisement 
 

2. Who said to whom (Choose): 
1. “How happy we are here!”  

 a) The giant to the children   b) The children to the giant   

 c) The children to themselves  d) The little boy to the giant  

2. “What are you doing here?” 

 a) The giant to the children   b) The children to the giant   

 c) The narrator to the giant d) The giant to the little boy 

3. “My own garden is my own garden.”  

 a) The little boy to the giant b) The children to the giant   

 c) The children to themselves  d) The giant to the children   

4. “I will allow nobody to play in it but myself.” 

 a) The children to the giant   b) The giant to the children   

 c) The children to themselves  d) The little boy to the giant  

5. Trespassers will be prosecuted. 

 a) The notice board to the giant b) The children to the giant   

 c) The notice board to the public   d) The little boy to the giant  

6. “How happy we were there.”  

 a) The giant to the children   b) The children to the giant   

 c) The children to themselves  d) The little boy to the giant  

7. “Spring has forgotten this garden.”  

 a) The giant to the children   b) The snow and the frost to the North wind  

 c) The children to themselves  d) The snow and the frost to themselves 
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8. “So we will live here all the year round.”  

 a) The snow and the frost to North wind b) The snow and the frost to themselves 

 c) The snow and the frost to hail d) The snow and the frost to the children. 

9. “This is a delightful spot.” 

 a) The snow and the frost to the North wind  b) The hail to the snow and frost 

 c) The North wind to itself d) The North wind to the snow and frost 

10. “I cannot understand why the Spring is so late in coming.”  

 a) The giant to himself   b) The children to themselves   

 c) The narrator to the giant d) The giant to the little boy 

11. “I hope there will be a change in the weather.”  

 a) The giant to the little boy b) The children to themselves   

 c) The narrator to the giant d) The giant to himself   

12. “He is too selfish.”  

 a) The autumn to the summer b) The spring to itself 

   c) The autumn to itself d) The spring to autumn 

13. “I believe the Spring has come at last.”  

 a) The narrator to the giant  b) The children to themselves   

 c) The giant to himself   d) The giant to the little boy 

14. “Climb up!”  

 a) The giant to the little boy b) The tree to the giant 

 c) The giant to the children  d) The tree to the little boy 

15. “How selfish I have been!”  

 a) The giant to himself   b) The giant to the little boy 

 c) The giant to the children  d) The tree to the little boy 

16. “Now I know why the Spring would not come here.” 

 a) The giant to the little boy b) The giant to himself   

 c) The giant to the children  d) The tree to the little boy 

17. “It is your garden now, ”  

 a) The giant to himself   b) The giant to the little boy 

 c) The giant to the children  d) The tree to the little boy 

18. “But where is your little companion?”  

 a) The giant to itself   b) The giant to the little boy 

 c) The children to the little boy d) The giant to the children 

19. “We don’t know,” answered the children, “he has gone away.”  

 a) The Children to the giant    b) The giant to the children 

 c) The children to the little boy  d) The giant to the little boy  

20. “You must tell him to be sure and come here tomorrow.”  

 a) The children to the little boy b) The giant to the children 

 c) The children to the giant d) The giant to the little boy  

21. “We did not know where he lived, and had never seen him before.” 

 a) The children to the little boy b) The giant to the children 

 c) The children to the giant d) The giant to the little boy  

22. “How I would like to see him!”  

 a) The giant to himself   b) The giant to the little boy 

 c) The giant to the children  d) Thechildren to the little boy 

23. “I have many beautiful flowers, but the children are the most beautiful flowers of all.” 

 a) The children to the little boy b) The giant to the little boy 

 c) The giant to the children  d)The giant to himself   
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24. “Who hath dared to wound thee?”  

 a) The children to the little boy  b) The giant to the children 

 c) The children to the giant d) The giant to the little boy  

25. “Tell me, that I may take my big sword and slay him.”  

 a) The children to the little boy  b) The giant to the children 

 c) The giant to the little boy  d) The children to the giant 

26. “Nay!” “but these are the wounds of Love.”  

 a) The children to the little boy             b) The giant to the children 

 c) The giant to the little boy  d) The little boy to the giant 

27. “You let me play once in your garden, today you shall come with me to my garden, which is Paradise.” 

 a) The children to the little boy             b) The little boy to the giant  

 c) The giant to the children d) The giant to the little boy   

28. “Who art thou?” 

 a) The children to the little boy             b) The little boy to the giant  

 c) The giant to the children               d) The giant to the little boy 

 

3. Comprehension Questions: 

Read the following passage and answer the questions given below: 

1.    One morning the Giant was lying awake in bed. He heard some lovely music. It sounded so sweet to his 

ears that he though it must be the king‘s musicians passing by. It was only a linnet singing outside the 

window, but it was so long since he had heard a bird sing in his garden that it seemed to him to be the most 

melodious music in the world. Then the Hail stopped dancing over his head, and the North Wind ceased 

roaring and a delicious perfume came to him through the open casement. “I believe the spring has come at 

last,” said the Giant, and he jumped out of bed and looked out. 
 

Questions:                       

1. Where was the Giant lying? 

2. What did the Giant hear? 

3. What is the name of the bird that was singing the song? 

4. From where did the bird sing? 

5. Has the spring come at last? 

6. Why did the song seem to be the “the most melodious song” to the Giant?  

7. How did the delicious perfume reach him?  

8. What did the Giant believe?  
Answers: 

1. The Giant was lying awake in bed. 

2. The Giant heard some lovely music. 

3. The name of the bird that was singing the song was linnet. 

4. The bird sang from outside the window. 

5. Yes, the spring has come at last. 

6. It was so long since the Giant had heard a bird sing in his garden. It seemed to him to be the most 

melodious song. 

7. The delicious perfume came to him through the open casement. 

8. The Giant believed that the spring had come at last. 
 

2.   One winter morning, the Giant looked out of his window as he was dressing. He did not hate the winter 

now, for he knew that it was merely the spring asleep, and that the flowers were resting. Suddenly he rubbed 

his eyes in wonder, and looked. It certainly was a marvellous sight. In the farthest corner of the garden was a 

tree quite covered with lovely white blossoms. Its branches were all golden, and silver fruits hung down 

from them, and underneath it stood the little boy he had loved. Downstairs ran the Giant in great joy, and out 

into the garden. He hastened across the grass, and came near to the child. And when he came quite close his 

face grew red with anger, and he said, “Who hath dared to wound thee?” For on the palms of the Child’s 

hands were the prints of two nails, and the prints of two nails were on the little feet. 
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Questions:                                     

1. Why didn’t the Giant hate the winter now? 

2. What marvellous sight did he see? 

3. Where was the little boy standing? 

4. Why did the giant run downstairs in great joy? 

5. Why did the Giant grow angry? 
 

Answers: 

1. The Giant did not hate the winter because he knew that the spring was asleep and the flowers were in rest. 

2. One winter morning, the Giant saw in the farther corner of the garden, a tree was covered with lovely 

white blossoms. Its branches were all golden. Silver fruits hung down from them underneath that tree, the 

little boy, whom the Giant longed to see, stood. 

3. The little boy was standing beneath the tree. 

4. The Giant ran downstairs in great joy on seeing a little boy standing under the tree. 

5. The Giant grew angry when he saw the print of nails on the boy’s palms and feet. 

 
3. He saw a most wonderful sight. Through a little hole in the wall, the children had crept in and they were 

sitting in the branches of the trees. In every tree that he could see, there was a little child. And the trees were 

so glad to have the children back again that they had covered themselves with blossoms, and were waving 

their arms gently above the children’s heads. The birds were flying about and twittering with delight, and 

the flowers were looking up through the green grass and laughing. It was a lovely scene, only in one corner 

it was still winter. It was the farthest corner of the garden, and in it was standing a little boy. He was so 

small that he could not reach up to the branches of the tree, and he was wandering all round it, crying 

bitterly. The poor tree was still quite covered with frost and snow, and the north wind was blowing and 

roaring about it. “Climb up! Little boy”, said the tree, and it bent its branches down as low as it could but the 

boy was too tiny. 
 

Questions:                                      
1. What was the most wonderful sight? 

2. How did the children creep in? 

3. Why were the trees happy? 

4. Why was one tree without flowers? 

5. Why could not one boy climb the tree? 
 

Answers: 

1. Through a little hole in the wall, the children had crept in and they were sitting in the branches of        

trees. This was the most wonderful sight. 

2. The children crept in through a little hole in the wall. 

3. The trees were happy because of the return of the children 

4. One tree was without flowers because it had no child on it. 

5. One boy could not climb the tree because he was too tiny. 

 
4.  One morning the Giant was lying awake in bed when he heard a lovely music. It sounded so sweet to his ears 

that he thought it must be the king’s musicians passing by. It was really only a little linnet singing outside 

the window, but it was so long since he had heard a bird sing in his garden that it seemed to him to be the 

most melodious music in the world. Then the North wind ceased roaring, and a delicious perfume came to 

him through the open casement “I believe the spring has come at last” said the Giant, and he jumped out of 

bed and looked out. 

Questions:                                             

1. When and from where did the linnet sing? 

2. What did the Giant mistake the bird’s song for? 

3. Why did the song sound to be most melodious music to the Giant? 

4. What changes did the song of the bird bring? 

5. Why did the Giant jump out of his bed? 
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Answers: 

1. One morning the linnet sang from outside the window of the Giant’s garden. 

2. The Giant mistook the bird’s song for the King’s musicians passing by. 

3. The Giant has not heard bird sing in his garden for a long time. So, it seemed to be the most melodious 

music. 

4. The Hail stopped dancing over his head, and the North wind eased roaring and delicious perfume came 

to him through the open casement. 

5. The Giant thought that the spring had come at last and so he jumped out of his bed. 
 

 

4. Rearrange the jumbled sentences: 
 
 

 

Write a paragraph by rearranging the following sentences in the correct sequence:                 1 x 5 = 5 

 
 

1. - The birds sang sweetly on the trees.  

- One day the Giant came back. 

- He built a high wall all around the garden.   

- There were twelve peach trees. 

- The boys stopped their games to listen to them.                       
 

Answers:  

1. There were twelve peach trees. 

2. The birds sang sweetly on the trees. 

3. The boys stopped their games to listen to them.   

4. One day the Giant came back.  

5. He built a high wall all around the garden.   

 
2.          - He heard some lovely Music. 

- He jumped out of bed and looked out.   

- It was really only a little bird. 

- He thought it must be the king’s Musicians passing by. 

- One morning the Giant was lying awake in bed.                             
 

1. One morning… 2. He heard some…. 3. He thought it...  

4. It was really…. 5. He jumped out…. 

 
3. -The Giant drove the children away and built a huge wall around the garden. 

- The spring stopped visiting the garden. 

-Through a little hole in the wall, the children had crept in. 

- Immediately the Spring came back to his garden. 

-The children visited the Giant’s garden every day.                             
 

1. The children visited….. 2. The Giant drove…  3. The spring….. 

4. Through…..   5. Immediately…. 

 
4. - He drove away the children. 

- Once he went to see his friend in a far off place. 

- As he was a selfish Giant, he built a high wall around his garden. 

- He saw many children playing in his garden. 

-  After visiting his friend, he returned to his castle. 
 

1. Once he went …   2. After visiting ….. 3. He saw many...

 4. He drove …..   5. As he was a selfish …. 
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5. Paragraph Question: 
1. Oscar Wilde’s Selfish Giant. 

 “The Selfish Giant” was written by Oscar Wilde, who was a distinguished Irish writer. Once there lived a 

Giant. He was very selfish and rude. He had a large and lovely garden. The children of the village enjoyed 

playing in the garden every afternoon. The Giant had stayed at his friend’s home for seven years. When the 

Giant returned after seven years, he became angry on seeing the children playing in his garden. He chased 

them away and built a high wall around the garden. He put a notice board with the message that the 

trespassers would be prosecuted. As the giant was too selfish, only winter was in the garden.Then he realized 

his mistake. Children had come through a hole in the wall. Then, he found the children playing in his garden. 

So there was spring in the garden, except in a corner. There, a small boy was crying because he was too short 

to climb a tree. So, the Giant helped the boy in climbing the tree. Then he knocked down the wall. The giant 

became old and feeble. The Giant longed to see the boy. One day during winter he saw the boy under the 

tree. He was angry on seeing the wounds on his palms and feet. The boy said that they were the wounds of 

love. He invited the giant to his Paradise. Finally the giant was found dead under the tree. His body was 

covered with white blossoms. So the story expresses the effects of selfishness. 

Moral: God loves kind and generous people. 

  

2. The transformation of the Selfish Giant. 

“The Selfish Giant” was written by Oscar Wilde, who was a distinguished Irish writer. Once there lived a Giant. 

He had a large garden. The children of the village enjoyed playing in the garden every afternoon. The Giant did 

not like it.   He drove them away and built a high wall around the garden. He put a notice board. As a result there 

was no change in the season. It was always winter in the Giant’s garden and spring never came. One day the 

children crept through a hole in the wall. Immediately it was spring everywhere in the garden except a tree in a 

corner. A small boy stood there trying to climb up the tree. On seeing this, the giant’s heart melted and helped him 

climb the tree. The boy kissed him. Realising his mistake, he knocked down the wall. Thereafter, the children 

came and played in the garden any time.  Years passed by.  The Giant longed to see the little boy.  But he never 

came. The Giant became old and feeble.  One cold morning, he saw the little boy standing under a tree in his 

garden.  He noticed the prints of nails on the palms and the feet of the little boy. When asked, the boy said that 

they were the wounds of love. The Giant recognised the boy. He was Jesus Christ. He took the Giant to His garden 

that is Paradise. So this short story expresses the significance of kindness. 

Moral: Loving children is a way to Paradise. 
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